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ence. Fuller, Greenwood, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Knox, 
Lamb, Lindsley, McNair, McQueen, Mace, Maxwell, 
Smith Miller, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Orr, Jobn Perkins, 
Phelps, Robbins, Ruffin, Shannon, Gernt Smith, Hestor 
|,. stevens, Andrew Stuart, Vansant, Warren, Elihu B. 
Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, Daniel B. Wright, 
| Yates—61. 

VN AYS—Messrs. Appleton, Bali, Belcher, Bennett, Ben 
eon, Bocock, Bridges, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, 
Chandler, Chase, Chastain, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, 
Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, 
Dunbar, Edmands, Edmundson, Ellison, Etheridge, 
Ewing, Farley, Fenton, Giddings, Grey, Grow, Aaron Har- 
lan, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Hughes, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, Kidwell, Latham, Letcher, 
Lilly, Lindley, MeCulloch, Macdonald, McDougall, Mc- 
Mudlig. John G, Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, An 
drew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Bishop 
Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, 
Sabin, Sapp, Seymour, Simmons, Skelton, William R. 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
iH. Stanton, John J. Taylor, John L. Tavilor, Thurston, 
rracy, Vail, Walbridge, Walsh, Israel Washburn, Tap- 
pan Wentworth, and Zollicoffer—91. 


So the House rejected the motion to lay upon 
the table. 






The question then recurred upon seconding the 
demand for the previous question; which having 
been taken, was seconded, and the main question 
ordered to be put. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to know if the 
proposition now before the House is upon the 
motion to refer? 

The SPEAKER. It is upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. MceMo uy] to 
amend the motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
on Public Lands. The amendment proposes to 
refer with instructions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then the effect of it is to 
commit with instructions. IL hope it will be per- 
mitted to go to the committee without instructions. 

Mr. CULLOM. Is not the question divisible, 
so that it may first be taken upon the motion to 
refer, and afterwards upon the instructions pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Virginia ? 

The SPEAKER. The question upon the in- 
structions comes up first in order. It will then 
recur upon the motion to refer. 

Mr. McNAIR. I call for the reading of the 
amendment. 

It was again read by the Clerk. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
disagreed to. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

PRESENTATION OF A PETITION. 

Mr. SIMMONS, asked unanimous consent of 
the House to present the petition of Joseph Bur- 
den; and have it referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can present 
his petition at the Clerk’s desk, and have it re- 
ferred; but it cannot be done in open House. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Will it be entered upon the 
Journal? 

The SPEAKER. It will not be entered upon 
the Journal, but will be appropriately referred. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I desire to give notice tha 
on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, I will in- 
troduce a bill of the following title: 

** A bill granting the right of way through the 
United States military lands at Plattsburg, in the 
State of New York, for a railroad from that place 


to Whitehall, or Fort Edward, and for a grant of 


public lands to aid in its construction.”’ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have another petition, 
which I desire to present. ‘ 

Mr.CLINGMAN. I objecttothe presentation 
of petitions in this way. It is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to 
state again to the gentleman from New York that 
petitions can be referred by application at the 
Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. SIMMONS. So TI understand, but 
_ The SPEAKER. It cannot be done by motion 
In open House. 
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Mr. SIMMONS. I was going to give notice 
of my intention to introduce another biil. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to that also. It 
can be done at the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Can I give notice of a bill 
in the same way? 


The SPEAKER. You can. 
REMOVAL OF JUDGE BRONSON, 


Mr. CUTTING. I offer the following resolu- 
tion: 


Whereas, publications have appeared in the public prints 
purporting to be copies of a corre sponde nee between the 
Secretary of the Treasury and Greene C. Bronson, the late 
Collector of the Customs for the Port of New York, relating 
to **the subject of the unfortunate division in the Demo 
cratic party in New York;”’ the distribution of offices 
“among the different sections of the party ;”’ and in which, 
after referring ‘‘to that portion of the party to which Mr 
Bronson adhered,’ the Secretary of the Treasury expressed 
an expectation that the Collector would * recognize the 
other portion of the party in the only way that would carrg 
conviction with it;?? which publications cousist of alleged 
letters from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Collector 
aforesaid, bearing date respectively the Jd, 4th, and 22d 
days of October last, and of letters from the latter to the 
former, bearing date the 17th aud 3tst days of October last 
And whereas, in the newspaper called ** The Daily Union,”’ 
of Wednesday, the 28th December last, it is stated, appa 
rently **by authority,’ that the removal of Mr. Bronson 
was the act of the President, who “ freely shoulders the 
entire responsibility,’ and justifies his act not merely upon 
the ground of alleged official insubordination, but upon the 
further distinet ground that the late Collector had ** prosti 
tuted his office tor political ends, and otherwise abused his 
official trust for party purposes ;”’ therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary be, and he is hereby, re 
quested to communicate to this House a copy of the corre 
spondence above referred to, (if any such there be,) and 
of any other letters that may have passed between himself 
and Greene C. Bronson,the late collector of the customs for 
the port of New York, relating to the subject-matter afore 
said. 


As that resolution, sir, simply calls for copies 
of alleged correspondence, if any such exists, the 
moment has not arrived when these matters are 
susceptible of debate. I therefore do not propose 
to discuss it, but simply to ask for its adoption, in 
order that we may have, in an authentic shape, 
the charges contained in the correspondence of the 
Secretary, and the groundsupon which he removed 
the collector, and that we may be able to ascertain 
whether one of those grounds was or was not that 
he had prostituted his office for political and party 
purposes. I content myself now simply with 
moving the adoption of that resolution; and I call 
for the previous question, 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 would inquire, Mr. 
Speaker, whether the resolution does not lie over 
one day under the rules of the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was about an- 
nouncing that fact to the gentleman from New 
York. 

Mr. CUTTING. If the resolution be matter 
of debate, | understand that it goes over; but can 
it be a question of debate ? 

The SPEAKER. If objection be made at all, 
it must £o over. 

Mr. CUTTING. lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to allow me to put the resolution on 
its passage. 

The SPEAKER. So that there may be no 
misunderstanding, the Chair will refer to the rule 
bearing on the point that has been raised. The 
61st rule reads as follows: 

‘*61. A proposition requesting information from the Presi 
dent of the United States, or directing it to be furnished by 
the head of either of the Executive Departments, or by the 
Postinaster General—or to print an extra number of any 
document, or other matter, excepting messages of the Presi 
dent to both Houses at the commencement of each session 
of Congress, and the reports and documents connected 
with, or referred to in it, shall lie on the table one day, for 
consideration, aniess otherwise orderea by the unanimous 
consent of th@ House; and all such propositions shall be 
taken up for consideration in the order they were presented, 
immediately after reports are called for from select commit 


tees ; and, when adopted, the Clerk shall cause the same 
to be delivered.”’ 


Mr. CUTTING. Asthis matter is merely pre- 
liminary to an investigation of the question, wheth- 
er or not the late collector of New York, Mr. 
Bronson, has been guilty of the high misdemeanor 
imputed to him, I trust no gentleman will desire 
that correspondence should be kept back. I ask 


the unanimous consent of the House to allow me 
to put the resolution on its passage. 
Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I 
resolution be laid on the table. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution must go over, 
if objection be made. The proposition to acton 


it, either by laying on the table or otherwise, is 
not in ord 


move that the 


1 er at this time, the resolution not being 
up for the action of the body. 

Mr. CUTTING. I have heard of no objection 
to the passage of the resolution. , 

Mr. BRIDGES, 1 object, 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I trust the objection 
will be withdrawn. If this matter is to be con- 
sidered and acted on, it may as well be done now 
as at any other time. 

The objection was not withdrawn, and the reso- 
lution accordingly lies over. 

DUNKIRK, A COLLECTION DISTRICT AND 

PORT OF ENTRY. 

Mr. FENTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced the following bill; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce: . 

** A bill creatine a collection district in New 
York, to be called the district of Dunkirk, and 
constituting Dunkirk a port of entry.’ 
ACCOUNTS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 

AND NEW YORK. 

Mr. FENTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced the following bill; which was read a 
first and second time by its title: 

‘© A bill authorizing the payment of balances of 
the property accounts between the United States, 
and the State of New York, for military stores in 
the war of 1812.”’ 

Mr. FENTON said: I desire to put the bill on 
its passage, but before doing so, I shall submit a 
few words in explanation of its provisions. It is 
as it purports to be— 

The SPEAKER. As the gentleman proposes 
to put the bill on its passage, it will be read in 
extenso. 

The Clerk then read the bill through. 

Mr. LETCHER. The bill must go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, as an appropriation is pro- 
vided for in it; but I intended to propose that 
it be referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and let them report on it. 

The SPEAKER. The bill containing an ap- 
propriation must, under the rules of the House, 
go to the Committee of the Whole, except by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. FENTON. Then TI consent to its being 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. FENTON. I submit, also, documents in 
explanation of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman propose 
that these communications accompany the bill ? 

Mr. FENTON. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. They will go to the commit- 
tee with the bill. 


SCHOOLCRAFT S INDIAN HISTORY. 

Mr. HUGHES offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Printing be, and they 
are hereby, requested to inquire into the propriety of caus- 
ing to be printed parts two and three of Schooteraft’s In- 
dian history, for distribution to the new members of this 
House—one to each. 

Mr. HUGHES. I introduce this resolution 
for the reason that, on inquiry, I find—— 

The SPEAKER. The resolution must go to 
the Committee on Printing, under the express rule 
of the House. It will be so referred. 
COMPENSATION TO CERTAIN OFFICERS OF 

THE HOUSE. 

Mr. SKELTON offered the following rescolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That Thomas J. Galt, supe rintendent of the 
folding-room, 8. H. Lamborn, superintendent of the docu- 
ment-room, Joseph L. Wright, in charge of the Register, 
and Christopher Cole, messenger to the Sergeant-at Arms, 
be allowed the same annual compensation as rece ived by 
the two messengers in the Clerk’s office in charge of the 
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books and stationery, commencing with the present Con- 
grees. 

Mr. SKELTON. I move that the resolution 
be put upon its passage, and on that I call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the gentleman allow 
the resolution to be referred ? 

Mr. ORR. As the previous question has been 
moved without explanation, I move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote last taken, and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 


THE SMITHSONIAN FUND. 
Mr. CHANDLER offered the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of nine 
menibers, be appointed, and instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of withdrawing from the Treasury of the Uni 
ted tates the Smithsonian fund,and investing the same in 
sound stocks, orin such other way as may be to the interests 
of said fund. 


Mr. CHANDLER. This money is lying in 
the Treasury of the United States, and the Gov- 
ernment has to pay for the use of it, when it is 
buying up its own stock at a large premium. It 
is, therefore, desirable to place the fund in some 
other situagion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to make 
one inquiry of the gentleman, and it 1s, whether 
there is any certainty thata method can be devised 
by which he can so invest this money in stocks, 
or in any other way, that, provided it should be 
lost, the Government will not have to refund it? 
We made one investment of a portion of this 
fund, and had to pay the amount of the invest- 
ment. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
and not in western. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, called for the reading 
of the resolution, and no objection being made, it 
was accordingly again read. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution; and there were, on a division— 
ayes 84; noes not counted. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


Invest it in eastern stocks, 


DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. CHANDLER also offered a joint resolu- 
tion, instructing the Committee on the Congres- 
sional Library to inquire into the propriety of 
providing for the distribution of certain public 
documents now in the State Department. 

The resolution was read for information. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the House will allow 
me, | will say that there is a great call for certain 
documents, for completing sets of books, where 
partial distributions have been made. I learn 
from the State Department that these documents are 
there in great abundance, but that the Department 
wants authority to distribute them. 
tion does not confer the authority to distribute, 
but only authorizes an inquiry into the expedi- 
ency of making such distribution. 

The question was taken upon the adoption of 
the resolution, and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

NATIONAL FOUNDERY. 

Mr. BRIDGES. 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 


national foundery and armory in Allentown, in the county 
of Lehigh, State of Pennsylvania. 


I offer the following resolu- 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. 
The SPEAKER. Under 


the rules of the 
House, the resolution of course lies over. 
ASSAY OFFICE. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means 
be requested to inquire into the expediency of suspending 
the appropriations for so much of the building of the assay 
office for the city of New York as provides fora refining 
establishmentin connection with the said assay office, and 
to report by bill, or otherwise, at as carly a day as possible 
consistent with the public interest, and the importance of 
the question involved in this inquiry, 

I offer this resolution from a conviction of duty. 
The action of Congress at the last session 
The SPEAKER. A resolution must go over 
where it gives rise to debate. \ 

Mr. FLORENCE. 





This resolu- | 


lution referred. 
Committee on Ways and Means, rather than pre- 
vent the consideration of a question so important 
as this, and I makethat motion. I will not debate 
it. I movethe previous question upon my motion. 

The SPEAKER. It is too late. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 did not, really, intend to 
debate the resolution. Do I understand, if I de- 
bate the resolution, it goes over? 

Mr. LETCHER. LIriseto a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia 
rises to a point of order, and the Chair decides, 
under an express rule of the House, that the reso- 
lution giving rise to debate must lie over. 

On motion by Mr. VANSANT, it was 


Ordered. That leave be granted to withdraw from the | 


files of the House the papers of Stephen G. Logan, pray- 
ing for a pension on aecount of disability consequent upon 
his services in the Army of the United States, in order that 
the same may be filed in the office of the Commissioner 
of Pensions. 

BOUNTY 

Mr. MILLSON. 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of further ex- 
tending the time for satisfying claims for bounty lands for 
military services in the war of 1812 with Great Britain; 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I ask leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House the petition and papers 
of George W. Hopkins, for the purpose of refer- 
ring them to a committee. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule, as the gen- 
tleman will recollect, that may be done by appli- 
cation at the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I was aware that the pa- 
pers must be obtained by application there, but I 
thought it was necessary to obtain leave of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can accom- 
plish his object without asking leave. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT WHEELING. 


Mr. KIDWELL presented the following reso- 
lution; which was read and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


LANDS. 
I offer the following resolu- 


| to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill for the 


construction of a custom-house in Wheeling, Virginia. 
LANDS FOR NAVAL PURPOSES. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I now beg leave to present, 


| in the form of a resolution, the matter embraced | 
in the amendment which I offered to the motion of || 


the gentleman from New York [Mr. Bennett] a 
short time «zo. I offer the following: 


Resolred, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of setting apart the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and of appropri 
ating the same forthe repairs and building of vessels for the 
Navy; the surplus, if any, to be applied to the support of 
the Navy ; and that the said Committee have leave to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 


The question upon the adoption of the resolu- 


tion was put, and the Chair announced that the | 


noes seémed to have it. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


Now, sir, I give notice that I intend to debate it. 


| (Laughter. } 


It is too late for that. 
The result of the vote had 


Several Mempers. 


The SPEAKER. 


, not been definitely announced when the gentleman 


from Virginia rose. The Chair, therefore, de- 


| cides that the resolution must lie over. 


GOVERNMENT VESSELS VS. PRIVATE 


VESSELS. 
Mr. CLINGMAN offered the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to report to the House whether there are any existing 
treaty stipulations which would forbid the passage of an 
act of Congress to prevent vessels, maintained wholiy or 
in part by our own odother Governments, from bringing into 
our ports passengers or freight, so as to interfere with private 
enterprise ; and that if no such obstacles exist by reason of 
treaties or otherwise, that they be authorized to report a 
bill for such a purpose, with or without, as they may think 
best, a provision to except vessels carrying mails, provided 
that all contracts for such purpose be let to the lowest bid- 
ders of all nations ; and that if they shall report that there 
are objections at this time to the passage of such a law, 
that then they report what steps are necessary to remove 
said obstacles. 


AMENDMENT OF THE BOUNTY LAND LAW. 
Mr. HILLYER, in pursuance of previous no- 


I desire to have the reso- || tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 


If this resolution gives | 
| rise to debate, | understand that it must go over. 


| 


| 
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I prefer that it should go to the || @ first and second time by its title, and referred to 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

‘*A bill to amend the third section of an‘act en- 
titled ‘an act granting bounty land to certain offi- 
cers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States.’ ”’ 

Mr. CHASTAIN. 1 ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to withdraw from the files the 
memorial of certain citizens 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can accom- 
plish his object at the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I understand that the rule 
does not apply that far, and that I cannot with- 
draw the papers without asking the consent of the 
House. : 

The SPEAKER. The practice is to withdraw 
papers at the Clerk’s desk to be re-referred. [¢ 
the design is to withdraw the papers entirely from 
the files, it must be done in open session. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Then Iean accomplish my 
object at the Clerk’s desk. : 


. . 
RAILROADS IN LOUISIANA AND MISSITSSIppy, 
Mr. BARKSDALE, in pursuance of previous 


notice, introduced the following bill; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

‘* A bill granting the right of way anda donation 
of the public lands to the States of Louisiana and 
Mississippi, in aid of the construction of certain 
railroads therein.’’ 


EXTENSION OF THE PORTOF NEW ORLEANS. 

Mr. HUNT, in pursuance of previous notice 
given by one of his colleagues, introduced the fol- 
lowing bill; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce: 

‘**4 bill to extend the limits of the port of New 
Orleans.”’ 





DUTY ON RAILROAD IRON. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, and upon it I demand the pre- 
vious question: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be 


instructed to report a bill repealing all duty on railroad 
iron. 


Mr. HAMILTON. 
lution upon the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. What question wil! come 
up first ? 

The SPEAKER. The question on the motion 
of the gentleman from Maryland to lay the reso- 
lution upon the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Upon that I ask the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeasand nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
resolution may be read. 

The Clerk again read the resolution. 

‘The question was then put on the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table, and the roll having 
been called, there were—yeas 78, nays 65; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Belcher, Benson, Ben 


I move to lay that reso- 


| ton, Bridges, Carpenter, Chandler, Chastain, Clark, Cobb, 


Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cutting, Dawson, Dick, Disney, 
Edmands, Ellison, Farley, Faulkner, Fiorence, Fuller, 


| Grow, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Hastings, Haven, Hen- 


dricks, Hiester, Hillyer; Houston, Hughes, Ingersoll, John- 
son, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Lamb, 
Letcher, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, MeCulloch, Macdonald, 
MeNair, John G. Miller, Morrison, Murray, Andrew Oliver, 
Peckham, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, Preston, Ready, 


| David Ritchie, ‘thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Russell, Sabin, 
| Sapp, Seymour, Shannon, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, 
| Riehard H. Stanton, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, 





Thurston, Tracy, Vail, Vansant, Walsh, Tappan Went 
worth, and Zollicoffer—7s. 

NAYS—Mesers. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Alten, 
Willis Allen, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, 
Bissell, Bocock, Boyee, Brooks, Campbell, Caskie, 
Charchwell, Clingnian, Cook, Craige, Cullom, John G. 
Davis, Dickinson, Dowdell, Dunbar, Pastman, Edmund- 
son, English, Etheridge, Greenwood, Grey, Sampson W. 
Harris, Henn, Hill, Hunt, Roland Jones, Kerr, Knox, Mc- 
Dougal, MeMullin, McQueen, Mace, Maxwell, Smith Mil- 


| ler, Millson, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Orr, Parker, John 


Perkjns, Phillips, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Reese, Rogers, 
Ruffin, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Warren, Eltibu B. Wash- 
burne, Wells, John Wentworth, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Yates—65. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the v te 
by which the resolution was laid upon the table; 
and to lay the motion to reconsiderupon the table. 

The question was put, and the latter motion was 
agreed to. 
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WILLIAM DARBY. 


Mr. DUNBAR, in pursuance of previous notice, 
i! troduc ed the following bill; which was read 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims: 

‘<A bill for the relief of William Darby.” 


NAVIGATION OF THE RED RIVER. 
Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read and adopted: 


Resolred, That the 
ws soon as prac 
ineurred by the 


Secretary of War furnish this House, 
ticable, with a statement of the expenses 
United States, in consequence of the im- 
nents to the navigation of the Red river. 


OBSTRUCTIONS TO TRADE AND TRAVEL. 
Mr.CAMPBELL. I offer the following resolu- 


tion, and call for the previous question on its adop- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested 
rm the House whatinformation, if any, has been re 

ved in the Post Office Departmentin relation to obstrue 

ms to the transportation ofthe mails of the United States 
; route between Buffalo, New York, and Cleveland, 
Ohio, through the town of Erie,in the State of Pennsylva 
nia: and what measures have been taken. if anv, by the 
Executive, to secure the uninterrupted transportation of the 
mails upon said route. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution must lie over, 
unless it be the unanimous consent of the House 
to pass it. 

Several Memners objected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [I ask the gentleman who 

jakes the objection to rise in his place, 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. I object, for 


one. 


to inte 


HEIRS OF REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 
Mr. CORWIN 


¥, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a joint resolution; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, as fol- 
lows: 

*¢ A joint resolution explaining the acts of 17tl 
of July, 1838; March 3, 1842, and June 17, 1844.’ 

I hope there will be no objection to the resolu- 
tion being now put on its passage. It isintended 
for the benefit of the Department here by which 
those claims are adjusted. On the 3d day of 
March, 1851, a resolution was passed by this 
House to give to the widows and children of 
deceased revolutionary soldiers the benefits they 
were entitled to at the time of their death. The 
construction given by the Department to that 


joint resolution was, that it applied to the children 


of the widows who were living at the time of its 
passage. One or two cases happened in my own 
district, in which the widows died previous to the 


3d of March, 1851. A very considerable amount 


of money would be due to their children, if the | 


resolution of that date were construed differently 
from what it is by the Department. The joint 
resolution I have just introduced amends the joint 
resolution of March 3, 1851, so as to include 
within its provisions the children of those widows 
who died before that time. My resolution only 
carries out the intentions of the framers of the 
original resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In my opinion 
this is a very important movement. It is sub- 
stantially introducing a new principle into the 
pension laws. It is, in effect, giving pensions to 
the children of revolution: ry soldiers. The law 
of which the gentleman wishes to correct the con- 
struction, of course could not give the pension to 
those who were not living at the time of its pas- 
and if there were any who were living at 
that time, but died before they made their appli- 
cation, of course what was due them went to 
their children. But the construction now sought 
to be given is, that though the widow was dead 
at the time of the passage of the law, her chil- 
dren shall have its benefits. Nothing was due 
her, because she was not in existence at the time 
the law was passed. I think this is a question 
which requires investigation, and that it ought to 
go to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
I submit that motion. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
srreed to. 


PEACE ARBITRATIONS BETWEEN NATIONS. 
Mr. GIDDINGS offered the following resolu- 
tion: 


Res That a select committee be appointed by the 
Speaker, to which all petitions and memorials on the sub 
ject of peace, and the establishment of arbitrations between 
nations, shall be referred for report thereon. 


sare; 


pleed, 





until the demand for the previous question is dis- 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I propose to debate 


that resolution. 


| purpose of protecting the rights of 


lution went over under the rules. 
PATENT OFFICE REPORT IN GERMAN. 
Mr. LINDSLEY offered the following resolu- 


The reso 


tion: 


Resolved, That there be printed in the German languag 
five thousand additional copies of the agricultural part of 
the Patent Office Report, and also five thousand copies of 


the Abstract Cens us Repo rt, for the use of the members of 


this House. 


Several Mempers objected to the resolution. 

So it lies over under the rules. 

ELEANOR WILLIAMS 

Mr. EWING, in pursuance of previous notice 
introduced the following bill; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions: 

‘© A bill for the relief of Eleanor Williams 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Iask leaveto 
withdraw from a files of the House the petition 
and papers of FE. Salomon. 

The SPEA - ER For what purpose? 

Mr. STANTON. The memorialist himself 
desires the withdrawal of the papers for his own 
use. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
several like cases. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY, ‘Of Virginia. Is the motion made 


to withdraw for the purpose of reference? 


I object to it. We have 


Mr. STANTON. I oe the motion is 
objected to, and IT cannot explain. 
Mr. © AMP BELL. You can call for the pre- 


vious question. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I call for the previous 
question on the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the papersin the ease of J. C. F. Salomon 
be withdrawn from the files of the House 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I hope the gentleman 
will withdraw his call for the previous question, 

Mr. LETCHER. Can that resolution be de- 
bated? 

The SPE be debated 

} 


‘AKER. No; it cannot 
posed of. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the gentleman will withdraw 
his call for the previous question, I will explain 
the reason against the withdrawal of these papers. 

Mr. STANTON withdrew his demand. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to make a statement in 
explanation of the reasons why I am opposed to 
the resolution. These papers were filed 
the Committee of the District of Columbia, of 
which I was a member. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I make the 
point of order that a resolution, giving rise to de- 
bate, goes over. 


The SPEAKER. 


before 


The point of order is well 


taken, and this resolution goes over, under the 
rule. 
Mr. DAVIS. If the resolution goes over, I 


have attained my object. 


THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN FISHERIES. 
Mr. PRESTON moved the following resolu- 
10Mn: 


Resolved, That the President be requested, if in his 
Opinion it be not incompatible with the public interest, to 
communicate to this House the correspondence and vari 
ous orders which have been issued during the last vear, 
to officers of the Navy, commanding vessels or squadrons 
on the Atlantic coast of British North America, for the 
fishing and navigation, 


| secured to citizens of the United States, under the treaties 
} with Great Britain. 


The resolution was adopted. 
JAMES H. BRADBURY. 
On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, 


it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers ot James H. 
bury, praying for a pension, be withdrawn from the 
the House, for the purpose of referenee to a committee of 
the Senate. 


Brad 
files of 


DUTY ON RAILROAD IRON. 
Mr. CHURCHWELL offered the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be 
instructed to report a bill giving a credit of four years to rail 
road companies to pay the duty on iron imported by them 
for railroad purposes. 


Mr. HAMILTON. 
' be laid upon the table. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 


I move that the resolution 


With the view of having | 
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Ho ise when this question is taken, I move 
t the House do now adjourn. 
1 e motion was agreed to; and the House 
cordingly adjourned 


IN SENATE 
Wenpnespay, January 4, 1854 
Prayer by Rev. 
The Journal of yesterday was read a 
Hon. Sreruex R. Matuory, of EI iii who, 
since his arrival in this city, has been prevented 
from taking his se 


Henry S.iicer. 


approved 


it by indisposition, appeared in 
his seat this morning. 


TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 
Mr. DOUGLA Mr. President, the Commit 


tee on ‘Territories, to which was referred the bil 


to organize the Territory of Nebraska, has vivel 
the subject the serious and deliberate considera 
tion which its great importance demands: and } 
beg leave, on behalf of the commiullee, to report 
be nek the bill to the Senate, with various amend 
ments, accompanied by a special report. I mov 
that the report and bill be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That five thousand copies of the bill an 
amcnadments, with th report ac companying the same 
printed forthe use of the Senate. 

VERMONT SENATORIAL REPRESENTATION. 


The Senate, on the motion of Mr. SEWARD 
proceeded to consider the following resolution, 
submitted by him yesterday: 

‘Whereas, the Hon. Samve: 8. Purtes was appointes 
by his Excellency the Governor of Vermont. in the ree« 
ot the Legislature of that State, to fill the vaeaney in the 
Senate of the United States, which happened by the deat 

ot the Hon. William Upbam, a Senator whose term of ‘ 
years would have continued till the 4th March, } 
and whereas, it is understood that since that temporary ap 
pointment was made, the Legislature of Vermont has beet 
convened at their annual session, and has adjourned with 
out Alling su h vacaney: Theretore, 

* Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary ingulr 


Hon. Samuet 8. Prepups is entice 
his seat in the Senate United States.’’ 
Mr. FOOT. It is to my col that I 
should briefly make an explanation to the Senate 
We all dou! stless fully ral ppreciate the delica cy and 
emb That position is 
not of his seeking Al though he may be 
hensive of a seeming ap 


whether the d to retain 


due t learue 


irrassment of f his position. 
appre 


pearance of obtrusiveness 
here, and 


in resuming his seat claiming the right 


i he obedience to the 


hla f 
yple of 


to retain is but acting in 


dictates of a sense of obligation to the pe 


that State, who have honored him so long with a 
and which, I 


seat on this floor, may be allowed 
to say, he has filled with distinguished ability. 
The opinion prevails in that State, and I may say 


and had 
in controlling its 
that 


it prevailed in the Legislature, more or 
less influence in the Legis! 


action in reference to the ele 


ature 


tion of a Senator, 


in the event of the failure of the Legislature to 
make an election of Senator, the previous Execu- 
tive appointment would continue. My neato e 


could do no otherwise, in justice to — rte, th 
come here and resume the seat to which he was 
entitled upon.the face of his ered sitials, and pre 
sent, for the decision of the Senate, the question 
of his right to retain it, and the right of the State 
to have him retain it. 

The question, Mr. President, is 
one; and, in some of its features, an 
one. Itis a question of that magnitude and im 
portance whic h ought never to be disposed of ina 
running, off-hand discussion in the Senate, without 
the previous investigation of an appropriate com- 
mittee. Il trust that the resolution offered by the 
Senator from New York may be adopted. I trust 
that it will meet wita no opposition, but that the 
question will be referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. As a case involving complex questions of 
constitutional law—as a case involving important 
questions of personal and State rights and privi- 
leves, it is eminently entitled to the considerate and 
pat ient investigation of your Judici ary Commit- 
tee; and when their report shall be | aid before us, 


an important 
entire ly new 


we shall all be better preps :red to form a correct con- 
clusion on the questions involved. ‘ 

I came into the Senate Chamber this morning 
with the purpose of stating the facts to the Sen- 


ate upon which the case rests, and of expressing 


I 
my own views, in brief, upon some of its promi- 
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nent points, hoping at least to be able to satisfy 
Senator 3 that the case is not quite so le ir of ‘all 
doubt against the right as to require no reference 
and no investigation; but having discovered a 
general inclination to let the case go to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, I shall refrain from en- 
tering on the discussion of the question until the 
committee shall have made their report. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, | concur en- 
tirely in the propriety of adopting the resolution 
by which this question 18 proposed to be sub- 
mitted to the examination of the Committee on 
the Judiciary; and I think that is the general sense 
of the Senate, in order that the precedents—if 
there be any, as | understand there are, although 
Jam not myself at all familiar with them—may 
be collected by that committee, and by their intel- 
ligent care and observation brought to the consid- 
eration of their force and bearing upon this ques- 
tion now submitted to the Senate. ‘Therefore I 
shall postpone entirely, as my friend who has just 
taken his seat has done, going into any discussion 
upon the subject at the present time. [am not 
now prepared to deliver any opinion of my own, 
but in the mean time | would take the liberty of 
saying, if the honorable Senator from Vermont 
{Mr. Puerrs}] has examined the question as to 
his right to continue in @ seatin this body, and 
would feel himself prepared to present his views 
to us, | should be extremely glad, for one member 
of the Senate, if- he would be kind enough to favor 
us this morning with his general views of the 
question. 

I make this request for two reasons: first, be- 
cause every member of this body who has served 
with him, knows his profound acquirements as a 
lawyer, and the clearness and force of his under- 
standing as a reasoner; and in the second place, 
because | should like to have my own mind guided, 
in some measure, into a train for the examination 
of this question; for I say frankly, though I have 
not yet particularly examined it, all my previous 
inclinations of opinion have been strong and clear 
against the right of the honorable member to con- 
tinue in his seat. Without, therefore, desiring in 
any way to introduce a debate upon the subject, 
I shail be extremely happy, and I think it will be 
very becoming and appropriate, if the honorable 
Senator has examined this question, and has ma- 
tured his views upon it, that he should now give 
them to us previous to the reference of the ques- 
tion. It will aid us all, and I have no doubt will 
not be disregarded by my honorable friend at the 
head of the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. I made but asuggestion yester- 
day, and I would not have it inferred at all that I 
had any aversion to the question going to the 
committee. I thought, however, as it was a 
question of privilege, that it was rather due to the 
gentleman himself to have it considered now than 
to have it postponed. My remarks were made 
with a view to give all the benefit to the honora- 
ble Senator from Vermont [Mr. Puetrs] him- 
self; but, sir, as a motion has been made to refer 
the question, my respect for that honorable Sena- 
tor, my respect for the State of Vermont, my 
respect for the commission, as I understand the 
gentleman has one, induce me to withdraw any 
opposition to its going to the committee. That 
honorable gentleman has served upon the Judici- 
ary Committee, and as far as I can bear testimony, 
I have scarcely known one upon the committee 
who could examine a question with more care and 
attention, and upon whose judgment I would 
sooner rely than upon his. I therefore desire to 
be understood, that my remarks yesterday were 
made out of no opposition to him, and with no 
disposition at all tocompromit his rights. I hope 
that will be generally understood. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. President, I did not come 
prepared this morning to present an argument to 
the Senate upon this question; nor ia it my pur- 
pose to doso now. I did desire, however, an 
opportunity to explain to the Senate the motives 
which induced meto present myself here, claiming, 
in behalf of the State which I profess to represent, 
a right to a seat in this body. The explanation, 
however, given by my colleague, the honorable 
Senator from that State, [Mr. Foor,]} has satisfied 
me, and I therefore desire to say no more. 

I trust that the Senate will do me the justice to 
believe that I come here, not with any personal 
pretensions, but to assert and enforce what I con- 
sider the constitutional right of a sovereign State. 


Waiving that matter, however, Mr. President, I 
am perfectly willing to comply with the desire ex- 
pressed by the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Bapcer,] in presenting to the Senate, as I think I 
can do ina very few words, the grounds upon 
which my claim to a seat here rests. . 

1 am perfectly aware, Mr. President, that the 
general impression is such as has been expressed 
by the Senator from North Carolina; but from a 
careful examination of the phraseology of the Con- 
stitution—from an examination of the precedents, 
as far as they have gone, indicating the sense of 
the Senate from time to time, I must say it is my 
deliberate opinion that the commission under which 
| took my seat here at the last session has not yet 
expired. 

The expression of the Constitution under which 
this appointment was made, is in these words, if I 
recollect them rightly: In case of a vacancy, (such 
as occurred by the decease of Mr. Upham) the 
Executive of the State is authorized ‘to make 
temporary appointments until the next meeting of 
the Lezislature’’ of the State, ** which shall then 
fill such vacancy.’? The impression to which I 
allude, as expressed by the honorable Senator 
from North Carolina, is, that the limitation im- 
plied in the words ‘* until the next meeting of the 
Legislature,’’ is a limitation of the office or ap- 
pointment, which therefore terminates the right of 
the appointee. 

This impression, I apprehend, is altogether erro- 
neous. ‘The limitation, in my judgment, applies 
to the power of the Executive, and nothing else; 
and viewing it, in this light, as a limitation upon 


the power of the Executive, the language of the | 


Constitution, ‘‘ until the next meeting of the Legis- 
lature,’’ is peculiarly appropriate. 
e > . . . 

If | am right, sir, in this construction of the 
Constitution, in considering the limitation as ap- 
plicable, not to the office created by the appoint- 
ment, but to the power which makes it, it will be 
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seen at once that the prevailing impression upon || 
this subject is altogether erroneous. If, however, 


the other construction be adopted, the office term- 


inates, unquestionably, at the moment when the | 
Legislature of the State is organized, and in a} 


capacity to act; but this construction has been uni- 
formly repudiated. 


. . ° . | 
k will not go into a minute examination of the 
precedents; but I may allude to what, so far as I | 


am acquainted with the proceedings of this body, 
is the first precedent on the subject. It was the 
case of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, who held his 


place here under an appointment of the Executive | 


of the State of Maryland. The Legislature of 
Maryland met whilst this ‘body was in session. 
The question arose whether the meeting of that 
Legislature did not terminate the office of Mr. 
Smith as a member of this body. A resolution 
was introduced, and carried by a most decided 
majority, that the member from Maryland was 
entitled to retain his seat in this body ‘ during 
(such is the language of the resolution) the session 
of the Legislature. ’”’ 

Well, sir, this word “‘during”’ is susceptible of 
two interpretations; the one is to the effect that 
the member was entitled to his seat, although the 
Legislature of his State was in session; the other 
is, that he was entitled to his seat until the termi- 
nation of that session. It must be apparent to all, 
that the latter interpretation could not, with any 
propriety be given to the resolution, because the 
member was liable to be displaced at any moment 
by the action of the Legislature of Maryland. The 
import of the resolution therefore was this: that 
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£0, tend to sustain my Own construction of + 
Constitution; but the question of the effect of t 
adjournment of the Legislature is one with resners 
to which there is, | believe, no precedent either 
way. I may be permitted to say, however— 
although I am not disposed now to go into a 
formal argument on the subject—that there jg 
nothing in the Constitution which tends to termi- 
nate the appointment at the adjournment of the 
Legislature. If the limitation applies at all. ;; 
applies to the meeting of it, and must apply 1 ten 
commencement, Its organization, and capacity to 
act. That it means this, is perfectly apparent 
from the fact that we all admit that this limitation 
does apply to the power of the Governor; and. a: 
applicable to that—the appointing power of | 
Governor—it must mean the commencement 
not the termination of the session. 

3ut, sir, I shall not violate my promise. I am 
not disposed now to go into any formal arzument 
by way of illustration or reference to preceds nts, 
in regard to the question. My only object is to 
advise the Senate of the grounds upon which the 
claim to the seat here stands. And I will merely 
add, Mr. President, that, according to the view 
which I have taken of the Constitution, there js 
no express limitation to the appointment made by 
the Governor in such a case. I say there is no 
express limitation in the Constitution at all; and 
according to the view which | have taken of the 
matter, there was no necessity for such limitation. 
The appointment carries with it its own limitation. 
It is, in the first place, to fill a vacancy. It can 
endure no longer than that vacancy exists. Inthe 
second place, it is a provisional appointment, sub- 


he 
\ 
ne 


as 
the 
» and 


ject to the action of a superior authority—the 


Legislative power of the State. It is, therefore, 
terminable at any moment when that Legislature 
has the capacity to act, and does, in its discretion, 
see fit to act. 

These, sir, are the grounds upon which the claim 
of my State to a full representation here rests. 
It will be seen at once by gentlemen, that if the 


| argument were ever so far extended, it must turn 


at last upon the simple question as to the import 
or application of the limitation in the Constitution. 


If that limitation applies to the office, to the term 
_ of service, it unquestionably ends at the same mo- 


ment that it terminates the power of the Executive 
to make such appointment. If it does notapply, 


| why then we have no express limitation in the 
_ Constitution. 


The idea that the adjournmentof the Legislature 
terminates the appointment is nothing more than 


| a sort of corollary, or inference from the idea that 


an express limitation applies to the appointment. 
If, then, we are left without any express limita- 
tion on the appointment, the consequence is that 
we are to look, not to the words of the Constitu- 
tion for its termination, but we are to look to the 


| nature and purpose of the appointment, and we 


are to have reference to that power which may, 
in its discretion, terminate it. In other words, 


it ean endure no longer than the vacancy endures, 


and it terminates when the superior authority, by 
supplying the place, or, in the words of the Con- 
stitution, filling the vacancy, puts an end, in a 
constitutional manner, to the temporary or provi- 


| sional appointment. 


he was entitled to retain his seat, notwithstanding | 


the limitation to which I have alluded in the Con- 
stitution—the limitation ‘until the next meeting 
of the Legislature.”’ 

Now, sir, from this resolution, I infer that my 
own construction of the Constitution in this par- 
ticular, is the correctone. I believe that in every 
instance in which the subject has been before the 


Senate, this precedent has been adhered to. I am | 


not aware of any case in which a member has | 


been excluded from a seat here in consequence of | 


the meeting of the Legislature of his State. 
But, sir, when making this assertion, it is 
proper that I should remark, that I know of no 


| argument on the subject. 


the manner in which this question was necessarily 


These are substantially the reasons, and not 
only substantially, but altogether the whole of the 
I do not know that I 
could illustrate it, or could add to it, if I were to 
spend an hour or two upon thesubject. I believe 
I have gone far enough to make the basis of the 
argument understood; and if so, I have effected 
the only object which I had now in view—to call 


| the attention of thé Senate to the real question 


which is presented. 
And I may be permitted to say, that, although 


presented to the Senate, is one which might affect 


| the sensibility of almost any gentleman, situated 


as | am, yet I beg the Senate to understand that 
I would not for a moment claim a seat here upon 
any other ground than for the purpose of securing 


‘to the State of Vermont its constitutional right 


here. Asto the mode in which the question is 


| brought up here, I desire the privilege of setting 


case in which the question has come before this | 


body under circumstances precisely like the pres- 
ent, because I know of no case where the question 


has been raised after the een of the Legis- 
lature. The precedents, therefore, as far as they 


i] 


myself right—if I may use a set phrase—‘‘before 
the Senate and the country.” aa 

I came here and occupied my seat. I did this, 
Mr. President, with the advice of others; and you, 
sir, are aware from what sources that advice was 
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derived. That was the = manner in which the 
question could be raised here; it was a matter of 
necessity. I could not petition the Senate for a 
seat as a member upon this floor. The Senate 
have no right to give any seat. If I come here, 
I must do so upon the strength of my credentials— 
the authority of my State. Those credentials are 
already on file. They are, on the face of them, 
in force. There is nothing at this moment on the 
records of the Senate which would terminate my 
duties here; thereis nothing on record which would 
authorize the President or the Secretary to erase 
my name from the roll. So far as the Senate are 
officially advised, there is and can be no question 
upon the subjec t. But facts are understood to have 
tr inspired, of which the Senate has as yet no of- 
ficial notice, Which may affect my ri; ght to a seat 
here. 

Under these circumstances, it must be apparent 
to every one, that the only mode of bringing the 

uestion before the Senate, was to appear here as 
a member of the body, leaving r it to my friends, or 
my enemies, if I have any, ‘{Several SENATORS 
Not one.] to raise the question: Under these cir- 
cumstances, I believe those friends will do me the 
justice to say that when I came here, | came with 
the question on my tongue, consulting with mem- 
bers in what manner it would be most appropriate 
to bring it before the Senate. Sir, | trust 1 may 
not be regarded as having presented myself here 
from mere personal considerations, nor be looked 
upon in the light of a squatter upon this floor. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is proper that I should say, 
by way of confirmation of the remarks of the hon- 
orable Senator, that at the earliest day, and even 
before his arrival in this city, his friends were ad- 
vised that they were desired to consider as to the 
proper manner in which the question should be 
brought up here; and what has been done has been 
done in concurrence with the delicate wishes ex- 
pressed by the honorable gentleman himself. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 
Gideon Hotchkiss, praying the extension of a pat- 
ent for improvements in reacting water-wheels and 
their appendages; which, with the papers on file 
relating to the same case, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the petition of John 
Phagan, praying compensation for exploring a 
country for the Seminole Indians, west of Arkan- 
sas, underan order of the Secretary of War; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the me- 
morial of the Rock River Valley Union Railroad 
Company, of Wisconsin, praying a grant of land 


to aid in the construction of their railroad; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Andrew Buchanan, praying indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1801; which was re- 
ferred to the Select Committee appointed on that 
subject. 

Also, the petition of William W. Woodworth, 
administrator of William Woodworth, deceased, 
praying the extension of a patent for a planing 
and grooving machine; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Joseph 
McKracken, praying bounty land for the services 
of his father during the war of the Revolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. EVERETT. I have been requested to 
present the petition of Peter Amey, who was on 
board the United States frigate Essex, in the year 
1814, at the time of the memorable action in which 
that vessel was engaged. On that occasion he 
received a severe wound. He now asks for a 
pension. I movethat the petition and accompany- 
ing papers be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Laurence 
Taliaferro, praying a pension on account of dis- 
ease contracted in the military service of the Uni- 
ted States during the last war with Great Britain. 

Mr. MALLORY presented two petitions of 
officers of the Army, praying an increase of com- 
pensation; which were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of Major 


James P. Heath, praying compensation asan aid- | 
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 denieg to Gomme Winder, agheiabente: 
chief of the Maryland Militia in the war of 1812; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. , 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
William Ballard, praying that certain improve- 
ments made by him in the construction of vessels 
designed for the Navy may be tried in the con- 
struction of one of the vessels about to be built: 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs 

CHEAP OCEAN POSTAGE. 

Mr.SUMNER. Mr. President, [ hold in my 
hand a memorial from citizens of Boston, assem- 
bled in Faneuil Hall, in which they pray that the 
rate of ocean postage may be reduced to the uni- 
form charge of two cents, or one English penny, 
for single transit service for letters under half an 
ounce in weight. The meeting at which the me- 
morial was adopted was presided over by the 
Mayor of the city, assisted by vice presidents, 
men the most eminent in literature and business 
in that community. It was addressed also by 
eminent gentlemen of different parties. The me- 
morial is brief, and singularly welldrawn. I would, 
therefore, while moving its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, ask 
the unanimous consent of the Senate that it be 
printed. I believe the chairman of the Committee 
on Printing agrees with me that it is expedient 
that it should be pFinted. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. MALLORY gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting to the State 


‘| of Florida alternate sections of the public lands, 


for the construction of railroads in that State. 

Also, a bill to provide for the building of a 
marine hospital at Appalachicola, Florida. 

Also, a bill to provide for the building of a 
marine hospital at St. Marks, Florida. 

Also, a bill to create a new land district in 
Florida. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BRODHEAD, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill extending the provisions of the several laws 
granting bounty lands to the officers and soldiers 
who have been engaged in the military service of 
the United States; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. . 

The honorable Senator asked for the bill an early 
and favorable consideration by the committee. — 

Mr. STUART, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
granting the right of way, and making a grant of 
land to the State of Michigan,to aid in the con- 
struction of the Oakland and Ottawa Railroad, from 
Pontiac to Lake Michigan, and branches from Co- 
runna and Grand Rapids to the straits of Mack- 
inaw, and a continuous branch from thence to the 
Montreal river, in said State; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide a site, and for the construction of ¢ a suitable 
building, for the accommodation of he district 
and circuit courts, and a post office of the United 
States, at Indianapolis, in the State of Indiana; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will now have its 
second reading, with a view to reference, if there 
be no objection. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not wish to have the bill 
referred. Let it take its place upon the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT. That course will be pur- 
sued. 

Mr. JAMES, according to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of the officers and soldiers who served 
in the Rhode Island brigade in the revolutionary 
army, their heirs and assigns; which was read 
twice, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill to lay off the town of Council Bluffs, 
in lowa; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
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PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 

Ordered, That the memoriaf of James H. Bradford, pray 
ing for arrears of pension, be withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Gad Humphreys be with 
drawn trom the tiles of the Senate, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Allen G, Johnson be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the documents relating to the claim of B. 
Juan Domereq, a Spanish subject, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of M. Jean Deplaigne, a 
French subject, be withdrawn from the files of the 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Harman Blennerhassett 
and Joseph Lewis Blennerhassett be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of John M. Metntosh be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial and papers in the case of 
Isaac Varnes be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of A. H. Cole be withdrawn 


from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Dempsey Pittman be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Comunittee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Joseph T. Walker in 
behalf of Ell. Harrelson, Samuel H. Stevenson, Ezekiel 
Parrish, and Alberti D. Rogero, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That Emilie Hooe have leave to withdraw the 
documents on the files of the Senate relating to her claim. 


RESOLUTIONS AGREED TO. 
Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Senate, 


Resolved, That the subject-matter of relief to the inno- 
cent purchasers and settlers on the Maison Rouge and the 
De Bastrop grants, which lie in the States of Louisiana and 
Arkansas, be, and the same is hereby, referred to the Com 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting to Major Jona- 
than Kearsley, an invalid officer of the war of 1812, the 
pension originally allowed him, but subsequently reduced 
under an opinion of the Attorney General. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Charles Cooper & Co., praying for interest for 
delay in the payment of an amount due them 
under a contract with the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of J. Boyd, of Louisiana, 
praying compensation for extra expenses incurred 
in taking the census in the parish of Iberville, in 
that State, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for hie relief; which was rea¢ a first time, and 
ordered to a pene reading, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Jacob Gideon, pray- 
ing damages for the violation of a contract made 
by him for binding for the Navy Department, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the petition of B. E. 
Abbott, praying to be remunerated for expenses 
incurred by his father, George Frederick Abbott, 
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while vice consul of the United States at Salonica, 
submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 


to be printed. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
James Dunning, praying that he may be allowed 
interest on account of delay in paying him an 
amount due under a charter-party, contract with 
the Quuartermaster’s Department, reported a bill 
for his relief: which was read a first time, and or- 
dered to a second reading, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of the heirs of 
the late Captain William G. Williams, of the 
Corps of Topographical Engineers, praying for a 
settlement of his accounts at the Treasury, upon 
equitable and just principles, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of William G. Ridgely; which 
was read a firsttime, and passed to a second read- 
ing, ind the report was ordered to be printed, 


CHANGE OF NAME OF VESSELS. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, the Committee 


on Commerce, to which was referred the petition 
of Mordecai & Co., of Charleston, South Carolina, 
asking leave to change the name of the brig John 
Dutton, has had the same under consideration, 
and has directed me to ask that the committee be 
dischurged from its further consideration, inas- 
much as there is a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the same object. 

The motion to discharge the committee was 
avreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am directed by the same 
committee to report back the bill from the House 
of Representatives, entitled ‘* An act to change 
the name of the American-built brig John Dutton, 
and granting a register in her name,’’ without 
amendment; and recommend its passage at this 
time. 

‘The Senate proceeded to consider the bill as in 
Committee of the Whole; and no amendment 
being proposed, it was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I am directed by the same 


committee, to which was referred the memorial of 


J.S. Neal, master and owner of the steamer Fal- 
con, plying between Cincinnati and Louisville, 
praying that the name of that steamer may be 
changed to that of Queen City, to report a bill 
‘*changing the name of the American-built steamer 
i’alcon to that of Queen City,”’ in accordance with 
the wish of the memorialist. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to have the bill considered 
at this time. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
first and second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. No amendment being pro- 
posed, it was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was read a third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. J. W. Forney, its Clerk, 
anncuncing that it had passed a joint resolution 
instructing the Joint Committee on the Congres- 


sional Library to inquire into the propriety of 


providing for the distribution of certain public 
documents now in the State Department. 

The joint resolution was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 


THANKS TO GENERAL WOOL. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
joint resolution of thanks to General John E. 
Wool, received yesterday from the House of 
Representatives, has instructed me to report it 
back without amendment, and ask its immediate 
consideration and passage. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the joint resolution, as in Committee 
of the Whole. It proposes to resolve that the 
thanks of Congress are due, and are tendered, to 
Brevet Major General John E. Wool, for his 
distinguished services in the late war with Mex- 
ico, and especially for the skill, enterprise, and 
courage which distinguished his conduct at the 
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battle of Buena Vista, and requests the President | 
to cause a sword with suitable devices to be pre- 
sented to General Wool, as a testimony of the 
high sense entertained by Congress of his gallant 
and judicious conduct on that memorable occa- 
sion. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill to extend the warehousing system, by 
establishing private bonded warehouses, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I stated that 
I would call the bill up for the purpose of asking 
the Senate to make it a special order; but it has 
been suggested to me that that is hardly necessary. 
This bill, or one providing for the same object, 
was considered and passed by the Senate last ses- 
sion, but was lost in the House for want of time. 
I will state that the only material difference be- 
tween this bill and the one of last session is, that 
this allows three years instead of one year for 
withdrawing goods for consumption out of the 


warehouses. ‘hat is the only material change | 


made in the bill of last year. As it has been sug- 
gested that it had better be put on its passage now, 
1 hope there will be no objection to it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

MILITARY ASYLUM. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered by unan- 
imous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
furnish the Senate with the report of the board of commis- 
sioners appointed to locate military asylums, if one has 
been made. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 
On motion by Mr. CHASE, the Senate resumed 


the consideration of the following resolution, sub- | 


mitted by him on the 14th ultimo: 

* Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
for the construction of a railroad from some point on the 
western line of one of the existing States to some point on 
the eastern line of California.”’ 

Mr. GWIN. I move to strike out the whole 
of the resolution from the word ** Resolved,”’ and 
insert the following: 

That so much of the President’s message and accom 
panying documents as refers to the subject of a national 
railroad from the Mississippi valley to the Pacifie ocean, 
together with all the bills pertaining to the same that have 
been or may be presented to the Senate, be referred to a 
select committee of — members. 

The propriety of this reference must be apparent 
to every member of the Senate. The subject em- 
braces sO many important objects of a national 
character, that it cannot be embraced legitimately 
within the sphere of duty of any one of our stand- 
ing committees. 

The bill offered by theSenator from New York, 
{[Mr. Sewarp,] a few days ago, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
proposes to build a road through the territories of 
the United States, from the western border of 
some State west of the Mississippi river to the 
eastern boundary of the State of California, for 
military and postal purposes. Why was it re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads in preference to the Committee on Military 
Affairs—both committees having an equal right to 
claim the jurisdiction of the bill ? 


The bill further proposes to contribute from | 


the National Treasury a portion of the means 
required to build the road—a subject which prop- 
erly belongs to the Committee on Finance; to 
raise the price of public lands within a specified 
distance of the road—a subject requiring the action 
of the Committee on Public Lands; it proposes 


to build a road—and, therefore, should go to the | 


Committee on Roads and Canals. 


This road is to Ye within the territories of the 
United States, outside the limits of any State—a | 


subject to be considered by the Committee on 
Territories. It gives Congress the power to regu- 
late the tolls on merchandise—a subject under the 


jurisdiction of the Committee on Commerce; and, | 


finally, it provides for the transportation of offi- 
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stores, and armaments—a subject which belongs 
to the Committee on Naval Afiairs. 7 

_ I need say nothing further in favor of the mo- 
tion [ have made—its propriety must be apparent 
to every one. I have not stated in the resolution 
how the committee shall be appointed, whether by 
the Chair or by ballot, or of what number of 
| Senators it shall be composed, leaving both to the 
decision of the Senate. My preference is for a 
large committee of not less than nine members, 
so that the deliberations of so large a number of 
the members of this body, when matured, ma 
receive a favorable consideration from the Senate. 

The subject of a national railroad, connecting 
the Pacific and Atlantic coasts of the United 
States, is one that must command the deliberate 
consideration of the Senate—the public sentiment 
of our constituents requires it. No question of the 
present day approaches it in importance, or is 
more the subject of discussion throughout the 
country. It is surrounded by many difficulties, 
and requires the utmost precaution in preparing 
its details. I have an abiding faith in the per- 
petuity of the union of these States, which can 
only be preserved by connecting our Atlantic and 
Pacific possessions by means of a railroad. 

The difficulties in accomplishing this important 
result are great, but not insurmountable. That 
Providence which guided our forefathers to Ply- 
mouth rock, and their descendants across this con- 
tinent to the Pacific ocean, building up one of the 
greatest empires in the world, will still guide us in 
making that empire imperishable by the accom- 
plishment of this work. Its fate depends upon 
the action of this Congress. The subject cannot 
be postponed without outraging the public senti- 
ment of the country; and the sooner it is prepared 
for legislative action the better; and whatever di- 
rection it is determined to give it, whether by 
reference to a select committee, or one of our 
standing committees, I hope the Senate will act at 
once. 

Mr. BADGER. If the Senator from California 
will allow me, I will suggest that a difficulty pre- 
sents itself in regard to his amendment. That 
part of it which refers to the reference of the por- 
tion of the President’s message relating to the 
subject of the Pacific railroad is very proper; but 
I suggest to the Senator, that if it is desired to refer 
bills on the same subject, which have been intro- 
duced and referred to standing committees, it will 
be necessary to discharge those committees from 
their consideration before they can be referred to 
the select committee. In regard to bills that may 
be introduced hereafter, they cannot be referred 
until they are presented. I suggest, therefore, to 
the Senator, that the latter portion of his amend- 
ment, in regard to bills which have been cr may 
be presented to the Senate, be struck out. 

| Mr. GWIN. Iwill agree to the suggestion, 
and strike out all except that which relates to the 
President’s message. 

Mr. CHASE. I have no special concern in 
regard to the disposition of this subject, nor do [ 
desire now to enter at length into the debate on 
the resolution. I introduced the resolution, think- 
ing that the inquiry which it proposes properly 
addresses itself to the standing Committee on 

toads and Canals, constituted for the purpose of 
taking in charge subjects of this nature. | still 
think that that is the proper reference. The Sen- 
ator from California was kind enough to advise 
me of the amendment which he has now proposed; 
but being of the opinion that the direction orig!- 
nally contemplated by me is the proper one, I 
prefer to take the sense of the Senate. 1 shall 
cheerfully acquiesce in its decision, whatever it 
may be. 

The Committee on Roads and Canals is con- 
stituted for the especial purpose of taking subjects 
of this character into consideration. If this is not 
a matter proper to be referred to it, I know of none 
which is. The resolution proposes an inquiry 
\ into the expediency of aroad. Thatis its primary 
subject. Whatever else is connected with it 1s 
incidental. It is very true that the construction 
of the road will involve an expenditure of money; 
it is very true that the road, when once con- 
structed, will be used for the transportation of the 
mails, In its first aspect it might be a proper sub- 
| ject of reference to the Committee on Finance; 10 
its second aspect it might be a proper subject of 
reference to the Committee on the Post Office and 
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and the Committee on Roads and Canals is or- 
ganized for the express purpose of taking charge 
of this class of subjects. 

| have not inquired into the composition of that 
committee, nor into the probable composition of 
the select committee proposed to be raised. It is 
enough for me to know that a standing committee 
of the Senate is charged with the general duty of 
ring propositions of this nature. There 
ought to be some special reason for withdrawing 
this particular proposition from it, if it is to be 
vithdrawn. I see no reason at present for such 


( onside 


course 

Already, through the State of Missouri, a road, 
which may become a portion of the great railroad 
to the Pacific, is in process of construction; another 
road is contemplated, if not already commenced, 
through the State of Arkansas; another, still, 
such the State of leowa. Bills granting lands 

d of all these roads have been referred to the 
mittee on Public Lands. Some of these bills 
ve become laws. It was not thought necessary 
to raise a select commiltee to take into considera- 
tion any one of them. The Senator from Califor- 
nia himself has, at this session, proposed a grant 
lands in aid of a railroad and branches 
State of California, designed to connect 
with the great railroad, and that, too, was referred 
to the standing Committee on Public Lands. 
Why, then, should not this inquiry, which con- 

ates nothing more nor less than a territorial 
road, be referred | to a standing committee? I can 
see no reason for a departure from the ordinary 
pra¢ tice. 

it will be remembered by Senators that, at the 
last session, a select committee was raised for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the Pacific 
railroad bill. That committee sat, considered, and 
reported a bill. The bill which was reported failed. 
The initiatory measures under which the explora- 
tions and surveys, preparatory to the action of 
Congress upon the subject of that road are now 
going on, originated with the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. The only measure which has thus 
far passed this body, and received the favorable 
consideration of Congress, origine ated there. I re- 
ported it myself, That c ommittee, therefore, has 
had the subject under its charge, and I see no 
reason now for withdrawing it from their jurisdic- 
tion, 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is proper, Mr. President, 
I think, that I, as chairman of the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, should claim for that commit- 
tee what really belongs to it. As my friend from 
Ohio has properly said, the object for which that 
committee was raised, is to decide questions in ref- 
erence to such objects as the one now before us; 
and if there is any proposition which could legiti- 
mately be referred to it, I think it is just sucha 
one as is now before the Senate, | have not here- 
tofore claimed for that committee that which I felt 
belonged to it, for the reason, that on several oc- 
casions the Committeeon Public Lauds was anx- 
ious to take charge of the subjects. At the last 
session, the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads seemed anxious to consider what I thought 
properly belonged to thatcommittee. In addition to 
this, | have had a great deal of other business to 
attend to ia connection with my, duties here, and I 
felt rather disposed to avoid the labor which would 
result from taking charge of such subjects, if 
others could do it better. 

If itis the pleasure of the Senate to refer this 
proposition to a select committee, I donot object; 
but, if itis to be referred to one of the standing 
committees of the body, then I claim it for the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. Itdoes not be- 
long either to the Committee on Public Lands or 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Every } proposition, having for its object the ap- 
propriation either of money or of land to make a 
railroad or a canal, belongs to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. I have not insisted upon the 
reference of this subject to that committee, for the 
reason that I am perhaps a little more stringent in 
ny views, a little more conservative, than the ma- 
jority of the members of this body. I know that 
the honorable Senator from California takes a deep 
interest in this matter. I have talked with him 
andc ompared notes with him, and I doubt whether 
I can go for his proposition in the shape in which 
he desirea itto pass. It is a question which in- 
volves the expenditures of money and land—if it 
is the pleasure of Congress to appropriate nioney 
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for such objecte—to agreat extent. Every section 
of the Union may, with propriety, claim an in- 
terest in it, and it is only by enlarging the com- 
mittee as the Senator proposes, to nine members, 
that every section of the Union could havea voice | 
in framing the measure. 

As I have said before, if it be the pleasure of the 
Senate to organize a select committee of nine— 
that is the number, I believe, which the Senator 
from California suggests—for the p urpose of repre- | 
senting every interest, and harmonizing conflict 
ing opinions, upon the subject—if that can be ed 
more effectually in that manner, than by referring 
the subject to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
I shall not object; but I repeat, if it is to go to 
a standing committee, | hope the Senate will refer 


it where it properly belongs—to the Committee on | 


Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SEWARD. I submitted the bill the other 
day to which the honorable Senator from Califor- 
nia reters, for the construction of a railroad from 
the western border of the Atlantic States through 
the Territories of the United States. I was em- 


| barrassed at the time by the question as to which 


|; committee be appointed, to 


| with all the lis 


committee it should be referred to. 
that at the last session of Congress there was a 
similar bill referred to a select committee, and I 
remembered, with pride and satisfaction, the 
ability with which that committee discharged its 
duties. I should have been g! 
bill which I introduced referred to such a 
mittee, if it had existed. As there was none, I 
knew none more appropriate to which to send the 
bill than the Committee on the Post Officeand Post 
Roads. 1am aware that there will be many dif- 
ferent plans presented; I trust we shall have a 
great many, and that out of all of them, by a 
comparison, we shall be able to obtain 
will receive the favor of 
of C 
1 would only add, that it seems to me that the 
precedent set at the last session is one which is 
worthy to be followed during the present session; 
and it is my desire that the bill which I have had 
the honor to submit shall be taken from the com- 
mittee to which it was referred, and referred to one 
which shall have charge of all the plans that may 
be presented, and that we may have a report whi h 
will represent all the different interests of different 
sections of the Union. I quite concur, therefore, in 
the proposition of the Senator from California. 
Mr. WELLER. I think the course that the 
debate has taken demonstrates the necessity of the 
organization of a My friend 
from Indiana cl subject p wroperly be- 
the C Roads and (¢ 
There is a great difference of opinion as to what 


com- 
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this body, and the favor 
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select committee. 


aims that this 
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committee the subject should be referred. It is 
because of that difference of opinion that it seems 
to me to be absolutely indispensable that a select 


all the a ns 
Senate 


which 
which may be submitted to the could be 
properly referred. 1] am in favor, therefore, of 
amending the proposition submitted by the honor- 
able Senator from Ohio, and of changing thep rop- 
osition of my colleague as it now stands befo re 
the Senate, so as not only to refer the President’s 
message, but all bills and all memorials upon the 
subject, and everything connected therewith, to 
the same committee. 

Mr. President, this is a subject upon 
deep interest is felt, not only here, but throug 
the country. Each one may be wedded 
particular scheme; but in order to 
ina substantial form before the Senate, propos 
a practicable plan for the construction of a rail- 
road, the organization of a select committee, 1 
I have already said, indispensable. At the last 
session of Congress you raised a select committee, 
that committee labored assiduous! ; in the dis- 
charge of the duty imposed upon them. They 
presented a Pp lan for the construction of the Pacific 
Railroad, to which I could not give my support 
Notwithstanding my exceeding anxiety for the 
construction of that road, and notwithstan os ng J 
regard it as essential to the perpetuity obthe Union, 
and to the prosperity and happiness of that sec- 
tion of the country from whence | come, that bill, 
which was the result of the labor of that com- 
mittee, presented such _ atures as cou!d not receive 
the sanction of my vot But { have no doubt 
that a committee can be « organized at this 
chtand ex perien hey now 
enabled to command, which can present euch a 
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jority of this body, but a majority of 














































scheme as will secure, not only the votes of a ma- 
the other 
branch of C ongress. 

The proposition before us, as it now stands, 
simply proposes to refer so much of the Presi- 
dent’s message as alludes to this subject to a 
select commit.ee. ‘That is a proper subject, I be- 
lieve, for a select committee to investigate, be- 
cause there is a difference of opinion here, as well 
as in the country, as to the proper construction to 
be given to that portion of the President's mes- 
sage. Whether he is in favor of such a plan as 

would meet the approval of my judgment Y know 
not. At all events, let us send this subject to a 
select committee, and after the y have presented a 
scheme we shall be enabled to perfect it in such a 

way as to command the votes of every friend of 

the measure. I have no plan of my own. | 
have no favorite route; I care not at what point 
you begin. If you will only give me a plan 
within the limits of the Federal Constitution, that 
plan shall receive my support. I do not now de- 
sire to enter into the discussion of this important 
question; the time for that discussion has not yet 
arrived; but when it is presented [ will undertake 
to demonstrate that not only the commercial and 
the political pens of this country, but the 
absolute perpetuity of the Union, demand the 
construction of the road. Sir, ] am not an alarm- 
ist. I do not belong to that class of men who see 
danger afar off; but I know that unless there be a 
more intimate communion between the far West 
and the East, and unless you bind our interesis 
more closely together—unless you make us, who 
stand upon the Pacific ocean, feel that we are a 
part and parcel of the American family—it will be 
utterly impossible to preserve this Union. 

Now, sir, in regard to a question of this mag- 
nitude, which affects interests that lie at the very 
foundation of your Government, is it nota proper 
subject to refer to a select committee, a committee 
selected, if you choose, by this body, who shall ex- 
amine all the plans submitted, and be enabled to 
present such aschemeas will commanda success- 
ful vote in this and the other branch of Congress? 

Mr.GWIN. In accordance with the sugges 
tion of my colleague in regard to referring a}l bills 
upon the ‘subject to the select committee, | will 
modify y my amendment so that it shall read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That so much of the Presicent’s message and 
accompanying documents as refer to the subject of a na 


tional railroad from the Mississippi valley to the Pacific 
ocean, be referred to a select committee of - members, 
Resolved, further, That the committees to whom the 


several bills and papers relating to the sulject have been 
referred, be discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that they be also referred to said select committe 


Mr. PRATT. The subject of this resolution 
is one of immense importance and general! interest, 
I believe that a large majority of the people of the 
United States are in favor of the construction of a 
road, but the great diffi ulty has been, and will be, 
to ascertain how that road is to be constructed. 
In bringing my own mind to a correct conclusion 
as to whether the subject should be referred to a 
committee, I am 
embarrassed by this con side ration. It is propo sed 
to refer that part of the President’s message which 
relates to the subject. J confess I have read wii! 
that desire to understand, which every member of 


: 
standing committee, or a select 


the Senate ought todo, the me save of the Exee u- 
tive of the country, and I equally confess my 
utter ; le what the opinion of the 
President of the United States is in reference to 
the powers of this Government over the subject 
of the resolution. My honorable friend from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Cu ASE,| who has spoken on the e subject, is a 
member cf one of the standing committees—tha 
and canals, If he can enlighten ie 
Senate, if he can tell us what is the Opinion of 
that standing « ommittee as t6 the opinions of the 
President in regard to the powers of this Govern- 
ment over the subject-matter of the resolution, 
and they are favorable to the construction of the 
road, | should prefer that the resolution go to en 
standing committee. If oF friend from Michigar 
(Mr. Cass,] who may be supposed to be mur i 
better ac quainted with the opinions of the Presi- 
dent, has come to a conclusion as to the saved 
which he supposes to exist, 1 should be glad to 
hear from him. 
It must be apparent, that if we cannot get from 
the standing committee what may be their « 
| ions, the proposition of my friend from Californie 
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is the correct one—that we should have as numer- 
ous @ committee as po sible, t iken from every sec 
tion of the country, that, by some pos POLLY we 
may arrive at what may be the President’s views 
in regard to the powers of the Government over 
the subject on which we are asked to legisiate. | 
shall therefore vote with the honorable Senators 
from California, so that we may have as large a 
committee as possible, with the view of ascertain- 
ing in some way what 1s the opinion of the chief 
Executive officer of our Government; who, at last, 
may control our legislation upon a subject of such 
momentous consequence as that embraced by the 
resolution. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam, and always have been, 
opposed to all these motions to raise special come 
mittees. The regular committees of the Senate 
are appointed upon the assumption that they are 
competent to discharge the duties within the sphere 
of the matters referred to them. It is upon the 
assumption that they are not committed to this 
roject or that project that they are appointed, 
Chey are not appointed in reference to their being 
in favor of this system of policy or that system of 
policy. ‘They are appointed as impartial jurors; 
and | must be permitted to say that a number of 
rentlemen appointed from this Loe I take it, will 
be quite as competent, as any select committee 
that could be appointed to consider the matter, 
unless it is determined to have one known.to bein 
favor of the project. 

I know that these special committees are well 
organized, and always organized with a view to 
verfect the very measures referred to them. I 
Sais it is incidental to the organization of such 
committees to appoint them with a view to favor 
and make an argument to the public in favor of 
the very matters referred to them. A standing 
committee is not supposed to be so far committed 
to the subject, and generally would do justice to 
it. Ido not now intend to express myself upon 
the general topic. It is one of great magnitude. 
I have heretofore expressed my opinions freel y— 
though perhaps not upon the exact form in which 
the subject presents itself now—of a reference to 
a standing or special committee. But this thing 
of appointing special committees upon all occa- 
sions, when questions of great magnitude come up, 
I know is a dangerous and mischievous invasion 
upon parliamentary usage. 

Mr.BADGER. Ihave finally come to the con- 
clusion to vote with the Senators from California 
for a select committee; and as I had intimated to 
my friends, that I should go for a reference to a 
standing committee, and as I dislike to appear to 
have changed my opinion, without giving the rea- 
sons for it, I desire to state what has at last dis- 
yosed me to conclude to go fora select committee. 
MM y reason is quite different from that of the Sen- 
ator from Maryland. It is not with a view to get 
a large committee selected from different portions 
of the Union, to endeavor to find some one that 
will ascertain the views of the President, and en- 
deavor to shape the measure so as to meet his 
views when a bill shall be passed. My reasons 
are different. The Senator from California, [Mr. 
Gwin,] who submits this amendment, has very 
satisfactorily proved, I think, that this measure 
does not belong either to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, or the Committee on Finance, or any 
other of the particular committees which it was 
thought worth while for him to turn his atten- 
tion to. 

My friend from Indiana [Mr. Brien] has put in 
his claim, if this subject is to go to any standing 
committee, that it shall go to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. Now, the Senator from Cali- 
fornia has shown that while this matter relates to 
a road, and therefore, so far, belongs to that com- 
mittee, it embraces gther subjects, which require 
that it should go to the Committee on Finance, 
and still others which would require its destina- 
tion to another standing committee; and he pro- 
poses, therefore, in order to do no injustice to 
any one of these committees, which have rightful 
claims upon the several parts and proportions of 
the particular measure, to put them all aside, and 
get a select committee. Now, sir, if it had been 
the pleasure of the Senate, instead of selecting 
with an invidious discrimination two or three com- 
mittees, and inquiring into the propriety of referring 
this measure to them, to have taken an impartial 
survey of all the standing committees of the body, 


: 


they might without difficulty have found one to | 
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which, considering the vast magnitude and im- 
portance of the measure, and the prol ability that 
its adoption will entail a large expenditure upon 
the country, upon all considerations of propriety, 
this subject ought to be referred, and that is the 
committee of which | have the honor to be an hum- 
ble member, and of which the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Apams] is chairman—the 
Committee on Retrenchment. [Laughter.] 

But our claims have been overlooked; they have 

been considered, on this occasion, as unworthy of 
consideration by anybody; and, therefore, | tell 
the honorable Senator from Indiana, that, as he 
has overlooked mv committee, I will go against his. 
Justice and a fair distribution of the business of the 
Senate, and I articularly the desire that gentlemen 
should have an opportunity to distinguish them- 
selves upon the working committees—and such is 
the committee to which I have the honor to be- 
long—which, [ think, should always characterize 
the decisions of the Senate, require that the pe- 
culiar fitness of the committee to which I have 
referred should be regarded in the consideration of 
this question. If the Committee on Roads and 
Canals is so selfishly engrossed with claiming its 
own as to overlook what properly belongs to the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi and myself, I 
have no alternative—reluctant as | may be to do 
it—but to disregard the claims of the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, and go for the organization 
of a select committee. {Laugfiter. ] 
Mr. CHASE. In respect to the suggestion of 
my honorable friend from North Carolina of the 
propriety of referring this subject to the commit- 
tee of which he is so excellent a member, I will 
only observe, that the best foundation for it seems 
to be the fact that that committee has nothing to 
do. 

Mr. BADGER. I beg the honorable Senator’s 
pardon for interrupting him, but he is entirely 
mistaken. He will learn in a few days from the 
Senator who is at the head of that committee that 
we have been promptly engaged in the investiga- 
tion of the subjects which have been referred to 
us, and that we shall present the first fruits of the 
labors of the Committee on Retrenchment by a 
bill to increase the salaries of the Executive offi- 
cers. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CHASE. The *‘ first fruits’? to which the 
honorable Senator refers, of the labors of that 
committee, are precisely such as might be expected 
of a committee so admirably constituted as that is 
for the purpose for which itis raised. 1 was, how- 
ever, about to suggest, that a claimin favor of that 
committee, upon the ground that it has nothing to 
do—and certainly it might better do nothing than 
report a bill for the increase of the expenditures, 
when the very end of its organization is retrench- 
ment—— 

Mr. BADGER. And reform. 

Mr. CHASE. This claim onthe score of lack 
of employment is quite as valid in favor of the 
committee of which my friend from Indiana [Mr. 
Bricut] is chairman. The Committee on Roads 
and Canals has, literally, nothing to do. 

It was expected, | suppose, to do something; 
but I believe no reference, or not more than one, 
has been made to it during this session. During 
the last session, if I recollect right, nothing was 
referred to it, besides propositions connected with 
this road, except one or two unimportant matters. 
A few days ago, however, in anticipation, [ must 
presume, of the extraordinary labors which it 
was supposed were about to be devolved upon 
the committee, the number of its members was 
increased from five to six, and the Senate assigned 
itaclerk. Now, however, it seems that the Sen- 
ate designs to relieve the committee from its chief 
duties by constituting a select committee, to take 
charge of almost the only subject of importance 
which will come within its jurisdiction at this ses- 
sion. The committee and its clerk are to be left 
without labors. Would it not be well to goa 
step further, and abolish the committee altogether? 
That done, the cormmittee and clerk would grace- 
fully disapPear. 

Seriously, however, Mr. President, there has 
been no argument yet urged, so far as I have 
heard, in favor of a reference of this subject to a 
select committee, which would not apply as well 
to every road for which an appropriation of the 
public lands has been asked; and, in fact, to every 
subject of any importance which ever comes under 
the consideration of this body. We have, it is true, 
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many local questions; but it is also true that most 
of the questions submitted to the consideration of 
this body are not local. They extend to the whole 
Union, and influence the destinies of the whole 
country. If the important character of this 
measure requires that a select committee should 
be charged with its consideration, then, upon this 
single reason, we ought to consign every im. 
portant subject submitted to this” body to the 
charge of such a committee. It is said, to be sure, 
that there are peculiar reasons for this reference. 
But I see none. It is urged that there are various 
committees to which it might as well be referred 
as to that on roads and canals. 

For instance, it 1s,said that the construction of 
this road will involve an appropriation of the 
public lands, and the bill should therefore go to 
the Committee on Public Lands; it may involye 
the expenditure of money, and therefore it should 
go to the Committee on Finance; it may involve, 
and will necessarily involve, the tran.mission of 
the mail, and therefore it should go to the Com. 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. To all 
that my reply has been already urged, that the 
committee to which.I propose to referthis subject, 
to a committee constituted to take charge of roads 
and canals; and this is a road, and all the uses to 
which the road may be put, and the means by 
which it may be constructed, are incidental, and 
not primary. The primary character of the meas- 
ure ought to determineits reference. Every claim 
submitted to this body involves the expenditure of 
money. Do we refer them all to the Committee 
on Finance? Not at all. Some of them arise 
from claims for military service, some from claims 
for civil service, and some are of a mixed charac- 
ter. We refereach claim to the committee which 
the general character of the claim indicates 
being the appropriate one. 

All I claim for this subject is, that it be referred 
to the committee which has the charge of meas- 
ures of this general character. I have not in- 
quired into the constitution of the committee. | 
have the honor to be a member of it myself. [ 
am favorable to the construction of a road, such 
as is proposed, through the Territories. During 
the last session of the Senate, | gave my humble 
support to every proposition, having in view the 
construction of this road, which seemed to me 
constitutional and judicious. 1 had the honor, as 
a member of that committtee, to report the only 
measure connected with this subject, which re- 
ceived the sanction of both Houses at the last 
session. I refer to those provisions under which 
the explorations and surveys are now going on. 
I have not inquired into the opinions of the gen- 
tlemen associated with me upon that committee. 
I know they are selected from different parts of 
the country, and with a view, as I must suppose, 
to the character of the questions they were to act 
upon. I have no doubt they will give this meas- 
ure a fair consideration, and will make a fair re- 
port; and the measure which they report will be 
as likely to receive the sanction of the body, I 
trust, as any reported from a select committee. 

I have thus thought it due to myself to state the 
reasons which govern me in the course which I 
have thought proper to take; but I repeat, if it is 
the wish of a majority of the Senate to refer the 
matter to a select committee, I shall interpose no 
further objection. 

The amendment was agreed to by. a vote, ona 
division 6f—ayes 24, noes 9. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the blank in the resolution be filled with 
nine, so that the committee shall consist of nine members. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the committee be appointed by the Presi 
dent pro tempore. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


as 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 4, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and appro ved. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. HUNT. With a view to my character 
and position in this House, I ask leave of the 
House to make a personal explanation in regard 

!} toa vote which I gave yesterday. 
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The SPEAKER. If no objection be made, the 
rent in will be allowe The Ch ir 
he rs no objection, and the gentleman from Louisi- 
a hast e fleor. 

Mr. HUNT. Mr. Speaker, I feel it due tomy 
character, and to my position in this House, to ask 
leave to make an explanation of a personal nature 
in regard to a vote | gave yesterday. Undera 
mistake as to the proc eedings of the House, which 
I did not hear fully and correctly, and misappre- 
hending the effect of a motion to lay on the table 
tion offered by a member from Louisiana, 
instructing the Committee on Commerce to report 
a bill to repeal the duties on railrcad iron, I voted 
in against that motion. I now desire to 
correct that error, as far as may be, by declaring 
that, While I will always be ready to afford reason- 
able aid to railroad enterprise, and am willing to 
for instance, under existing circumstances, 
for the motion of the member from North Caro- 
lina, to give acredit of four years to railroad com- 
panies to pay duties on iron ‘imported by them for 
railr I never will consent to doaway 
with a just measure of protection of American in- 

ustry and capital, and to open the door to foreign 
il ndustry and capital for a monopoly of our home 


to proceed. 


em 


a resolu 


error 


vote, 


ad purposes, 


market. Nor willl give my sanction and approval 
to any ill-judged or insidious attempt to strike 

a tariff system, by an attack upon one great 
interest of the country alone, under an apparent 
zeal to promote a class of popular internal im- 
provements. Lwillonly further add, Mr. Speaker, 
that I disapprove, and will oppose, the plan of 


legislating, too often resorted to in this House, and 
adopted by the mover of the reso- 

ution yesterde ay, of accompanying a proposition 
with a motion for the gag-law. Wearesent hereto 
discuss public questions, and to arrive at just con- 
by an interchange of sentiments and a 
irison of views. If thank the House for the 
afforded me of doing myself 

to which Ll have called their 


ul fortunately 


ciusions 
compe 
has 
in the matter 
ion, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER announced that reports from 
committees were first in order, and commenced 
the call with the Committee on Waysand Means. 


Opportunity it 


ju stice 


attent 


APPROPRIATION FOR FORTIFICATIONS, ETC. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for fortifications and other works of defense, and 
ior barracks and quarters for the year 
ending June 30, 1855; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to the Committee 


repairs of 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 
CUSTOM-HOUSES AND MARINE HOSPITALS. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have in my hand, and 
will send to the Clerk, a correspondence which 
has been had between the Committee on Ways 
and Means and the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
relation to custom-houses and marine hospitals; 
which [am instructed by 
the House to have printed. 
jection was made, al 


was ordered to be print ed. 
JOB SAYTON AND ANTHONY GALE. 


Mr. BOYCE, from the Committee on Claims, 
made adverse reports upon the claims of Job M. 
Sayton and Anthony Gale; which were Jaid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


BOGART AND KNEELAND. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to report back to 
this House the petition and memorial of Bogart 
& Kneeland, Benjamin L. Swan, 
Thaddeus Stevens and Jacob Idler, and to report 
that the subject of the papers properly belongs to 
the Executive Department. 

The papers were ordered to be laid on the table 
and printed. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, reported the following bill; 
which was read the first and second time by its 
title, ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


that committee to ask 
No ol 


id the correspondence 


M. 


Union: ‘* A bill to provide for the ascertainment 
and satisfaction of the claims of American citizens 
for spoliations committed by the l’rench prior to 
the 3ist of July, 


1801.”’ 
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Mr. VAIL, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
submitted adverse reports in the fol 
cases: John H. Hicks, Mary Hopperton, widow 
of Edward Hopperton, James 8. Barbour, James 
Butier, and Beniah Wright: which laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

[A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hands of Aspury Dickins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, announcing that that body had passed bills 
and resolutions of the following titles, and aski: iw 
the concurrence of the House therein: 

A resolution for sup} lying new members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives with such 
books of a public character as have been 
fore supplied; 

An act to suppress the circulation of small notes 
as a currency in the District of Columbia; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 

Dr. William Somerville 

An act concerning 
United States in California; 

An act authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish 
certain lands, and to enter the same quantity else- 
where; 

An act for the relief of the lezal representat 
of Major Caleb Swan, and 

An act for the relief of Joseph Gonder and John 
Dutt | 


sions, 


owing 


were 


hereto- 


deceused; 


the district courts of the 


ives 
deceased; 


COLLECTOR 
UTTING. I 


ursuant to the 


BRONSON. 
it 


Mr. ¢ 


business, 


for the ord r of 


of this Hiou e. 


now ca 


6lst rule 


The SPEAKER. The resolution offered yes- 
terday Dy the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


CurtinG]| is now regularly in order: 


The resolution was read, and is as follows: 


Whereas, publications have appeared in the public prints 
purporting to be copies of a correspondence between the 
Secretary of the Treasury and Greene C. Bronson, the late 
Collector of the Customs forthe Portof New York, relating 
to “the subject of the unfortunate division in the Demo 
cratic party in New York ;”’ the distribution of oflices 
‘among the different sections of the party ;’? and in which, 
after referring ** to that portion of the party to which Mr. 
Bronson adhered,” the Secretary of the Treasury expressed 
an expectation that the Collector would ‘recognize the 


other portion of the party in the only way that would carry 


conviction with it;?? which publications consist of alleged 
letters from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Collector 
a‘oresaid, bearing date respectively the 3d, 4th, and 22d 
days of October last, and of letters from the latter to the 
former, bearing date the 17th and 3lst days of October last 

And whereas, in the newspaper called ** The Daily Uni ’ 
of Wednesday, the 28th December last, it is stated, appa 

rently “by authority,’’? that the removal of Mr. Bronson 
was the act of the President, who *treely shoulders the 
entire responsibility,’? and justifies his act not merely upon 
the ground of alleged official insubordination, but upon the 
further distinet ground that the late Colleetor had © prosti 

tuted his office for political « nds, and otherwise abused his 
official trust for party purposes; °’ therefore, 

K Otlve l, That thie Se ret ~ be, a al he Is her by. re 
quested ty communicate to this House a copy of the corre 
spondence above referred to, (if any such there be,) and of 
any other letters thatmay have passed between hime¢ und 
Greene C. Bronson, th ite collector ot the custor tor 
the port of New Y« lating to the subject-matter afore 
said. 

Mr. CUTTING. I remarked yesterday to the 
House, when I offered this resolution, that it was 
not my purpose to enter into any discussion or 
debate of the topics involved in it, becaus e, until 
we had authentic information before the House, 
it would not, In my opinion, answer any good 
purpose to discuss that which must necessarily, 
when it comes up, excite our attention. That 
design remains unchanged, 

The ume, I trust, will come when we shall have 
an opportunity to enter fully into the merits of a 
matter which has oce up od the public mind, per- 
haps more than any other question of that descrip- 


tion which has ever occurred—certainly, more 
than any I have ever known in course of my 
experience. My purpose now is, to move the 
adoption of this resolution; and upon that motion, 
as the time for debate has not yet arrived, I 
ask the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to ask the 

The SPEAKER. No debate 
the demand for the previous 
drawn. “ 

Mr. CUTTING. I desire simply to concluc 
my sentence, for | do not wish to my seat 
with it unfinished. I say, | desire, inasmu 
the period for debate has not arrived, to ask 
ply for the adoption of the resolution, 
reason I shall call the 
same time I will remark, that 
position to sustaining the call, I sha 
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yeas and nays, in order that we may ascertain 
whether or no there is any disposition to shrink 
from this investigation. There has been uttered 
what I believe to be a calumny against the char- 


acter of an eminent citizen of my State; and the 
Representatives of that State, I trust, are here to 
stand by its sons when they are assailed, no mat- 


ter from what quarter it maycome. | ask for the 


previous question 
Mr. CLINGMAN Before the previous ques- 
tion is seconded, | desire to ask the gentleman 


from New York a single question. 
UTTING. 1 will v 


Mr. ¢ ithdraw the call for 
that purpose. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. My object is simply this: 
I desire to know whether e purpose of the ren 
tleman, in getting this information, is, if the facts 
should require it, to take any further steps i the 
matter? | will explain to him the object of my 


question in afew words. It has always been my 
practice to vote against mere : 


this floor. 


resolutions 


po itical 


At the same time, if 


upon the object 
of the gentleman ts to get at facts, with a view to 
enable us to legislate, if necessary, or to direct 
proceedings against any officer which it is compe- 
tent to us under the Constitution to do, I think he 


is entitled to the information. While, therefor 

I would vote against the adoption of any mere 
political resoluuon intended to make political 
capital, at the same time, if I understand that 
the object of the gentleman from New York is 
to obtain information which, in his judgment, 


may be important either to reculate the lecislation 


of this House, or if he has any further object in 
view as an American representative, | will, of 
course, vote for his proposition. [ cannot tell 
what his object is, for the resolution is not very 
definite in some respects. 1 desire to vote under- 
standing y upon this question Il do not intend 
to take any part in a mere political contest. On 
the contr ary, I always vote to lay on the table 
mere political resolutions, when they are intro- 
duced here by any gentleman. lI ask the centle- 
man ve oe with this view. 

Mr. UTTING. In answer to the question 


peapena d led by the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, | bee iy that, as this 
no / 
been nece 


le ave to 8 question stood 
week would not have 
ary, in my judgment, to have troubled 


this body w ith the quest 


longer than a ago, it 
in that res- 
the 


the 


ions involved 


‘ 


1 would have been 
correspondence 


olution. conten 


, Sir, 
Secretar V 


between the of 





Tre isury and the late Collector of New York had 
been pul lished in almost every print of large or 
mean circulatl in the United States; as it had 
been extensively read by almost all persons who 
engvave themseive in pol tical matters, or look 
fter the affairs of the Government as most of the 
€ ple of this « itr had made up a deliberate 
judgement u t matter of that corre vantiana 
—| would have been co tent, for one, to leave the 
w! ole questior » the er thoughts of the people 
of this ce« intry. But since the i this question has 
assumed a new aspect. The removal of Judge 
Bronson wa red toh ive been o¢ ca ioned t y } is 
supposed nsnubordination to his Chief the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. The argument upon that 
subjer t, however, has been pl iced before the pub- 
lic, and every man of any intelligence has, | efore 
this, made up | I nd as to whether or not the 
uccusation on the partof the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury was well or ill founded. But in an article of a 
most inflammatory character, publ ed no later 
than INth December last “most s alter thi t 
ject had been promulgated t > Ameri an people; 
months after a deliberate jud rment of ome kind 
had been formed—a newspaper, to which is attrib- 
uted the speaki: ge of the same sentiments as the 
hiche tofficer of the Government, renewa this sub- 
ject, reope ) the ¢ lesuon, und chi airges one of the 


1 


mosteminent citizens of the Stateof New 
having violated the « 
livered to him for 


with a base misd 


Y ork with 
ficial trusts that had been de- 


execution—charzes him. siz 


is 


meanor in havin his 


ry prostituted 


' ' . ; 
high office for political purpose. If that accusation 
be true, we ought to know it; if it be unfounded, 
I think , ‘ 

think we ought to interpose a shite d vetween a 
private citizen ar | th head of the Government 


One word more, and then I will allow the ge 
tleman from North Carolina to pi nd y 
further questo! s to me. Ti is ace at n that is 
now made see to place t removal M 
Bronson from office not upon the g | of in- 
Suvorail I 1! V. but u ) j r dis 











é 
4 


122 


tinct ground that he had been guilty of the misde- 
meanor charged against him in this article; and it 
obtains the high ganetion of purporting to be 
made as coming from the President of the United 
States, and as being his justification for this act 
of removal. sr 
Now, when a charge of this cee is 
made by a mere newspaper, no matter 
spectable, [ agree that the citizen 18 not to be put 
on his trial on that account; but when the charge 
is backed by the allegation that the President of 
the United States shoulders the responsibility, and 
justifies the act because the officer was guilty of 
‘these high crimes and misdemeanors—if the fact 
appear by the papers that I call for, and such 


other information as | shall demand when those | 
mapers come in, that he was removed by the | 
Pioatlons of the United States, under the convic- | 


tion and the belief that Mr. Bronson had been 
guilty of these high offenses—then I shall call 
upon the House to give the matter to a com- 
mittee, chosen by itself, so that there shall be no 
responsibility on the Speaker—where it ought not 
to be-—that we may investigate the fact, whether 
it be true that Mr. Bronson is the corrupt man 
that he is now charged with being; or whether or 
not the President of the United States has been 
deluded and deceived by persons hanging around 
him? 

Now, I will say, in answer to the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Ciineman,] that I propose 
to take further action if, when I get the papers in 


answer to my call, further action be necessary. | 


What that action may be of course must depend 
altogether on the information that the resolution 
before the House, and another one, may elicit. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. [I am not sure whether I 
entirely understand the gentleman from New 
York. If his object be simply to vindicate the 
character of a distinguished citizen of his State—as 
I think that the House of Representatives has 
more important duties to discharge than that—I 
should certainly decline to give my support to his 
motion. I leave individuals to defend themselves as 
they may find necessary, either in the public prints 
or otherwise. If that be his only object, | should 
not vote to entertain his proposition; but if I under- 
stand that he has reason to believe that there is an 
officer of this Government against whom it may be 
necessary for us to introduce an impeachment, or 


10W re- | 
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reason—as I desire to give a reason for what | do: 


'| J have already stated that I did not rise to debate 


the resolution which I offer 


Mr. BISSELL. 





not be my fault. 


The SPEAKER. The member from Illinois 


[Mr. Bisseit| desires to ask a question. 

Mr. CUTTING. I yield for the purpose of 
enabling him to propound an interrogatory. 

Mr. BISSELL. The gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Currie] informed us, on making the 
motion, that as things stood with respect to the 


subject of his resolution a week ago, all was } 


right; the country had pronounced its verdict, 
with which he seems to have been satisfied. 
Now the question | wish to propose to him is: Is 
it possible that the publication of an article in a 
political journal—the country knowing the value 
to be attached to a political newspaper—has made 
it necessary for Congress to take up this subject 
so well settled before the publication of the news- 
paper article? 

Mr. WARREN. 
laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. 
York has the floor. 

Mr. CUTTING. In answer to the inquiry 
by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Bissext, | 

shall say that, asa general rule, 

Mr. WARREN. | rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Curtine} 





has called for the previous question several times, | 


and | simply want to know how often he can do so. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York withdrew the demand for the previotis ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CUTTING. With the gentleman from 
Arkansas, | am most anxious to have the previ- 
ous question put, and the fact that I have pro- 
posed it so often only shows how anxious | am 
to have it put. I have withdrawn the demand for 
the previous question simply because members of 
the House, for whom I entertain a very great 


|| respect, have desired to put questions to me; 


among others the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Bissewv.] 
as a general rule, | think that that which appears 


in newspapers, whether of high or low degree, | 
ought not to be referred to in a parliamentary | 


I only wish to ask a question. | 
If the House shail see an argument in that it shall | 


I move that the resolution be | 


The gentleman from New 


I will say to that gallant member that, | 











Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) | 
wish to ask the gentleman a single question be- 
fore he calls the previous question. I[t is, whet] er 
the letters referred to in his preamble, as hayine 
been addressed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the late Collector at New York, and those ad- 
dressed by that Collector to the Secretary, and 
called for in his resolution, have not been pub- 
lished throughout this country by all the news. 
papers, and whether he doubts the authenticity of 
a single one of those letters? 

Mr. CUTTING. I willstate to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,} that the question 
propounded by the gallant member from I\linvis 
{Mr. Bisset] answers his question. But when 
the gentleman from Tennessee asks if you are 
going to notice newspaper publications, and make 
them alone the ground of proceedings in this 
House, and whether I contend that such a course 
would be parliamentary, I answer, certainly not. 
Would it be tolerated, that 1 should bring jnto 
this House the subject of a mere publication by a 
paper known or unknown, not authenticated in 
any way, without the authority of the communi- 
cation under consideration, and that [ should pro- 
ceed to base any charge upon it, and attempt to 
raise a committee in this House upon papers of 
that description? No, 1 answer the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] But where there 
is a deliberate charge of corruption against Mr. 
Bronson it ought to be investigated, and in the 
investigation I want to proceed upon something 


/else than the mere unauthenticated copy of a 


newspaper publication. [I want it presented be- 
fore this House in official form, so that we may 
take that as the basis of our action upon the 
subject. 

One word more and I will finish my remarks. 
I further observe to the gentleman from’ Tennes- 
see, {Mr. Jones,] thatif this newpaper publication 
of the correspondence be genuine, then the only 
ground of removal charged there is insubordina- 
tion to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

This charge is, that the President removed him 
only upon the distinct ground of corruption in 
office. Now, if that were the distinct ground, it 
does not appear by this correspondence—1! mean 
the genuine correspondence—and there isa striking 
contrast between the ground of removal assumed 
in October last, and the ground upon which the 








if he believes that abuses have grown up in the 


body like this; but, like all general rules, it seems 
management of the Executive Departments which 


Administration seeks to justify the removal in 
| 1t has exceptions. 


December last. 


require legislation—if he has sufficient reason, as a 
member of this Flouse, on his own responsibility, 


to make a movement having such objects in view, | 


I will not oppose him; on the contrary, I shall feel 
bound to give him my support. Butlam not willing 
that the House shall step in to vindicate anybody, 
and become the mere tryer of attacks on any gen- 
tleman. 


to institute proceedings. If, however, a mere slan- 
der was made in the newspapers against any 
member, I should not feel disposed to pass a reso- 
lution, or to institute proceedings of the character 


indicated. Nearly all the members who have been | 


afew years here have had charges made against 


them, from time to time, and charges very injurious | 
“ - . | 
to their characters; and yet none of them have felt 


it proper to institute proceedings to defend them- 


selves. If the gentleman’s only object is to defend | 


a distinguished citizen of New York 





Mr. CUTTING. I asked the gentleman to put 
any further interrogatory to me that might occur | 





If a charge be made against a member, | 
affecting his official conduct, it might be necessary | 


We know, Mr, Speaker, that the proprietor of 
that paper is the public printer of this House. 
We know that, so far as it speaks in the name of 
the President, and for the President, and in the 
name of the Administration, and for the Admin- 


istration, that it speaks—not officially, but by | 
authority—the views and sentiments of those high | 


officers. It therefore stands in that ambicuous 
and equivocal position of not being an official or- 
gan, like the french Moniteur, nor yet, again, the 
paper to which we can ascribe any sort of con- 
nection with the Government. 
state of being neither the conceded organ, nor yet 
one which is repudiated. 
purports to speak, and is allowed to speak, under 
the very eyes of the Administration, that which 
it declares are the sentiments of the Administra- 
tion. Now, I submit to this House, and to the 
gentleman, (Mr. Bissex1,] in all candor—I submit 


to every man to whom, it seems to me, a ready 1 
response must come, if he be a right-minded man, | 
that an accusation of a grave character—of the vio- || 


it isin that middle | 


It, beyond all doubt, | 


I wish to know what makes that striking con- 
trast; because the ground, of course, existed be- 
fore the removal was made. It was either upon 
the ground assigned by the Secretary—that is the 
ground assigned in the correspondence—or else 
it was upon another ground, which ought to appear 
in the correspondence, and that | want. I want 
to get the facts, and before I get the facts, | did 
not intend to undertake to debate this matter. 

I therefore move the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I move to lay the resolution upon 
the table, and upon that motion I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 104, nays 66; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Ashe, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Benton, Bisseil, Bocoek, 
Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Craige, Cumming, 


Let us have the yeas and 


John G. Davis, Disney, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Eddy, H 
Elliott, Ellison, English, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, : 
Fuller, Greenwood, Grow, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Heun, Hibbard, 
Hillyer, Houston, Hughes, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Kurtz, Lamb. Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, Macdon 
ald, McDougal, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Mace, Max- ; 
well, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, : 
Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, 
Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, Rob- 


to him. I yielded for that purpose, and that alone. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My object was to let the 
gentleman know the difficulty I encountered in this | 
matter. 

Mr. CUTTING. I prefer that the gentleman 
shall put any interrogatory to me which may have 
the tendency, in some degree, to remove the diffi- 
culties oppressing his mind. While I shall regret 


lation of official truste—promulgated in that paper | 
as coming from the President, and being the 
views of the President, is stated as a justification 
for the removal—l say, I put it to the gentleman 
eandidly to say, whether such a print, standing in 
that position, has not that degree of sanction im- 
parted to it as to make an accusation against any 
citizen one that ought to be noticed? It requires 


vaee 
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the want of his support, I must now call for the 
previous question, 

Mr. OLDS, I move to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. BISSELL. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from New York a question; if I understand him 
aright 


Mr. CUTTING. 





I would do it with a great 


deal of pleasure; for nothing can afford me more | 


than to oblige the gentleman from Illinois, pro- 
vided his inquiry be not an argument. [f it 
should be an argument, ! shall object to it for this 


to be noticed when the charge is made, as this is | 
[ have it in my hand, as the accusation of | 
the President himself—the highest of all officers. | 
I therefore answer the gentleman from Illinois, | 
[Mr. Bissefx,]} that this, in my humble opinion, | 
for the reasons [ have stated, constitutes an ex- | 


made. 


ception to that rule which he lays down, and in 
which, as a general rule, I most cheerfully concur. 

1 therefore, Mr. Speaker, as there will be quite 
time enough for all gentlemen to indulge in debate 


upon this matter, after we get the necessary in- 


formation 





bins, Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Single 
ton, Skelton, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Snod- 
grass, Hestor L Stevens, Andrew Swart, John J. Taylor, 
Thurston, Vail, Vansant, Warren, Wells, John Went- 
worth, and Daniel B. Wright—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Ball, Benson, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chandler, Chase, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cul- 
lom, Cutting, Dick, Eastman, Edmands, Etheridge, Ever- 
hart, Ewing, Farley, Giddings, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Ha- 
ven, Hiester, Hill, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Lindley, McCulloch, 
Middieswarth, John G. Miller, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Preston, Puryear, 


Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Simmons, Gerrit Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 









el 
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Stanton. John L. Taylor, Tracy, Upham,Walbridge, Walsh, 
i 1 B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan Went- 
rth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer—66. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, Mr. WENT- 
WORTH, of Illinois, said: I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to have another call of the 
roll, so that those who were not present then may 
now have the privilege of voting. 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Has the morn- 

r hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has expired. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I move, then, that the 
Ifeuse resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRIS. Iriseto what 1 consider is a 
privileged question. I move to reconsider the vote 

ist taken, and to lay that motion upon the table. 

Ihe question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to introduce a reso- 

tion terminating debate in Committee of the 
W hole upon the President’s message. I suppose 
that we shall have general debate upon all the 

propriation bills, and I therefore propose a res- 
ution terminating debate upon the President’s 
age at three o’clock this evening. The ap- 
propriation bills are ready to be called up immedi- 
ely. I think it is time that we were voting upon 
something, and therefore I move such a resolu- 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a reso- 
lution, to which I am sure there will be no ob- 
jection, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
cannot make such motion while the resolution of- 
fered by the gentleman from Alabama {[Mr. Hovs- 
ron] is pending. 

Mr. STANTON. I ask that the resolution 
which I desire to present may be read, and J] am 
sure that there will be no objection to its adoption. 

Mr. JONES. I will suggest to the gentleman 
from Alabama that he so modify his resolution as 
to close debate in Committee of the Whole upon 
the President’s message next Thursday at three 
o’clock. ‘That will allow sufficiently short time 
for debate upon the message. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If this was a termination of 
general debate, | would have no objection to such 
modification. 

Mr. JONES, I move to amend the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Alabama, by strik- 
ing out the words ‘ three o’clock this evening,”’ 
and inserting ‘* Thursday of next week, at three 
o’clock;’’? and upon that motion [ call the previ- 
ous question. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
the motion now in order? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order, the 
previous question having been demanded. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Taytor’s 
motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Is an amendment to 


CALIFORNIA LAND COMMISSION. 
Mr. LATHAM. I ask the unanimous consent 


of the House to take from the Speaker’s table a 
Senate bill providing for extending the act author- 
izing the creation of a California land commission. 

The SPEAKER. Itcan only bedone by unan- 
imous consent. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, (in his seat.) I ob- 


The SPEAKER. The Chair must request gen- 
tlemen, when they make objections, to rise in their 
places and address the Chair. 

Mr. DAVIS, (rising.) Mr. Speaker, I object. 


WIDOW OF THE LATE HON. B. CAMPBELL. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House to submit a res- 
olution to which—if the House will hear it read— 
there will not, | am sure, be a single objection. 
I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker cause to be paid to the 
widow of the late Brookins Campbell, of this House, the 
amount of his mileage and per diem, from the commence 
ment of the session-up to the day of his death. 

No objection was made, and the resolution was 
received, considered, and agreed to. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


HALF PAY TO WIDOWS. 

Mr. READY. I ask leave to introduce a bill 
to amend the several acts of Congress allowing 
and continuing to widows of deceased officers and 
soldiers of the United States half pay in certain 
cases for a specified time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the Chair if 
there is not already a motion before the House? 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending 
to lay the resolution of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama upon the table. : | 

Mr. READY. Well, sir, I ask unanimous con- 
sent to introduce the bill merely for reference. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I desire to know what 
will become of the resolution in regard to duties 
on railroad iron, which was before the House yes- 
terday when we adjourned ? 

The SPEAKER. That resolution will be taken 
up when the States are again called for resolutions, 
which will be on Monday next. 

Mr. CHURCHW ELL Have the thirty days 
in which the States may, under the rules, be called 
for resolutions expired ? 

The SPEAKER. They have expired, and the 
States will hereafter be called every alternate Mon- 
day, commencing with Monday next. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I beg leave to call the at- 
tention of the Chair to an expression in the 27th 
rule of the House, which, as it seems to me, 
would bring up any resolution in thecondition of 
this one. 

The SPEAKER. If it be the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to settle the question to which 
the gentleman refers, at this time, the gentleman 
may proceed. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I make the point of order 
that, unless the morning hour has éxpired, the 
resolution is now first in order. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex- 
pired, and the question before the House is the mo- 
tion to lay upon the table the resolution of the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovsron] to close 
debate in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The question was taken, and theresolution was 
laid upon the table. 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
vo into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion by Mr. GIDDINGS, leave was 
cranted to withdraw from the files of the House 
the papers of Isaac Cooke and of P. Sheppard, for 
the purpose of presentation in the Senate. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

[Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Mr. Macuen, its Assistant Sec- 
retary, announcing that the Senate had passed a 
bill from the House ** to change the name of the 
American-built brig John Dutton, and to grant a 
register in her name.”’ 

Also, a joint resolution from the House of thanks 
to General John E. Wool. 

Also, that the Senate had passed bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; in which he was requested to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 

** An act to extend the warehousing system by 
establishing private bonded warehouses, and for 
other purposes;”’ and 

‘¢ An act to change the name of the American- 
built steamer Falcon.”’ 

The question then recurred on the motion that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and, being put, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in the 
chair. ) 

THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 


The CHAIRMAN stated, that when the com- 
mittee last rose it had under consideration the 
annual message of the President of-the United 
States, and the resolutions of the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Hovuston,] proposing to refer the 
same, and that the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Wueecer] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understand 
from the gentleman from New York that he does 
not desire to occupy the floor at this time. 
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Mr. WHEELER, I will waive my right to it 
in behalf of the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, desired to make 
a few remarks on a subject which was of general 
interest. With the doctrine of ‘manifest destiny’’ 
he had but littl sympathy, notwithstanding the 
pongienty of that doctrine with many statesmen. 

ledid not believe in our acquiring more territory ; 
but the best way to promote our substantial and 
lasting welfare was to attend to the home inter- 
ests of the country—such as removing obstructions 
in our rivers, the improvement of our harbors, and 
the construction of a railroad to the Pacific, so that 
we might combine the interests of the Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts. ‘These were the legitimate objects 
of our Government. Following them, we might 
rely upon permanent success. ' 

Referring to the President’s message he remarked 
that the exultant satisfaction with which the Pres- 
ident seemed to contemplate our foreign relations 
might, perhaps, induce us to hesitate to unite with 
him in that exultation, when keeping out of view 
the great and national objects aa pursuits within 
ourselves requiring legislative care. 

By the general terms of the message, when in- 
terpreted by the resolutions of 1798, it might be 
understood as confining the powers of the General 
Government within the narrowest limits of strict 
construction. ‘There was a middle ground to be 
observed. Not opposed to all increase of territory, 
he did not think that that was the first point of 
our duty. Its tendency was immoral. Men were 
more than mountains—more valuable than any 
extent of barren territory. Governments which 
looked to territory alone ne essarily became 
weak; while those who attended to the wants of 
their inhabitants became strong. True, new 
acquisitions would have to be made by us; but 
they should be made with due regard to many 
circumstances involving considerations of interest 
affecting both the Government receiving those 
acquisitions, and those coming under the protec- 
tion of our Government. 

On these grounds he was opposed to an annex- 
ation of the Sandwich Islands. [Mr. W. here 
gave a description of the geographical position, 
products, far ilities for trade, &c., of these islands, 
with their history, as detailed by various author- 
ities; their persons, habits, manners, and other in- 
teresting details.}] Opposed as he was to annex- 
ation at this time, the period might arrive when it 
would have his approval; but that time must be 
marked by a sense of justice and the convenience 
of both parties, 

If there were to be any further annexation at all, 
perhaps the Sandwich Islands had the nearest and 
best claim. We wanted a home for our whaling 
ships in the Pacific; the claims of California, too, 
In this respect, were great; the nearness of a por- 

tion of the Russian dominions to our western 
coast, were all questions which would suggest the 
value of these islands to the United States. 

He noticed some objections which had been 
urged against their union with the United States; 
such as the smallness of population; the alleged 
want of facilities for trade; the colonial system of 
Europe having failed, &c.; which he combated. 

Having endeavored to show that there were 
many reasons why we should consent to the an- 
nexation of those Islands, if they desired it, and 
combated some objections, he addre sed a fe WwW 
words to the conservative feeling of the country. 
Hedid not entertain the fears expressed by so: e, 

thatin an extension of our territory we would 
necessarily become W eaker. All our annexauions 
hitherto had added to our strength: and when the 
Sandwich Islands should be annexed, and the Pa- 
cific railroad built, they would be as near to W ash- 
ington as we were when admitted into the Unio 
and between unbridled progress and stolid conser- 
vatism, there could be no queation as to the choice 
to be preferred in the matter before him. 

(Mr. Wasnsurn’s speech will be found in the 
Appendix. } 

The question now being upon concurring in 
the resolutions offered by Mr. Hovwsron, distrib- 
uting the President’s message to the appropriate 
committees, the following resolution was read: 


‘1. Resolved, 


That so much of the annual message of 


the President of the United States to the two Hotses of 
Congress as relates to our foreign affairs, together with the 
accompanying correspondence in relation thereto, to the 
claims of the sub ts of Spain for losses in U ase of the 
schooner Amistad; making the I f ry line between 
the United States and the British Provinces on the north- 
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west, as designated inthe convention of the 15th June, 
1446, be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.2? 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 desire to amend 
that resolution. This is the first time I ever knew 
debate in this House to be stopped for want of 
any one to take the floor, and I am taken a little 
by surprise. I, however, desire to call the atten- 
tion of the chairman of the Committee on Ways 
and Means, {Mr. Hovsron,] to the subject, and 
1 will state my amendment verbally. I move to 
amend by referring so much of the President’s 
messare ‘as relates to the guano question to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to that 
amendment. I think it is covered substantially 
by the resolution as before the committee. I will, 
however, accept the gentleman’s amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY. I think the resolutions specify 
some other subjects. My impression is that the 
subject, connected as it is with our foreign rela- 
tions, goes to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
without being particularly specified. I, however, 
wish that it may be specified, that there may be no 
mistake about it. 

Mr. EWING. My attention was diverted for 
a moment. Do I understand this resolution as 
woposing to stop debate in Committee of the 

hole? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon 
agreeing to the resolutions for the distribution, 
among the standing committees of the House, of 
the President’s messave. 

Mr. EWING. It is my desire to make a short 
speech, and I could do it as conveniently now as 
at any other time if I had a few authorities here 
to which [ wish to refer. But not knowing that 
the House would go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union to-day, I have left those 
authorities at home, and without them | can not 
speak. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman will give 
way for that purpose, I will move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

Mr. EWING. 
purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

Mr. HAVEN. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Ohio that we might lay aside this order 
of business, and take up one of the small appro- 
priation bills that we could push along. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 was just going to ask that 
that course should be pursued. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. ‘There is business in the 
House proper that we can transact. We need not 
adjourn at once. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. We can take up the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the gentleman from Ohio declines to accede to the 
sugrestion of the gentleman from New York, and 
withdrew the motion for the committee to rise. 

The question was taken on Mr. Campse.v’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the 
Speaker pro tempore ( Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, ) 
having taken the chair, the chairman (Mr. Orr) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had under consideration, 
according to order, the state of the Union cener- 
ally, and particularly the annual message of the 
President of the United States, and had come to 
no resolation thereon. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that the House 
do now proceed to the business on the Speaker’s 
table. 

The motion was acreed to. 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL BY BREVET. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore stated that the 
first business in order on the Speaker’s table was 
a joint resolution from the Senate, ‘‘ authorizing 
the President of the United States to confer the 
title of lieutenant general, by brevet, for eminent 
services.’’ 

The joint resolution was taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, and read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
tion be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. HILLYER. 
the table. 

Mr. BISSELL. I hope the gentleman from 
Georgia will give that joint resolution at least 


a a CL LL 


I will yield the floor for that 


I move that it be laid upon 


I move that the joint resolu- | 


FEE CONGR Ene 


Debate is not in order, as | 


some little chance. I think a very proper dispo- 

sition of it would be to refer it to a committee. 
Mr. WHEELER. | ask for the yeas and 

nays onthe motion that the joint resolution do 


| lie upon the table. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I ask for the read- 


ing of the resolution. 
The Clerk read the resolution. 


Mr. HILLYER. 
should say 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in 
order. The gentleman has made a motion to lay 
the joint resolution upon the table. 

Mr. HILLYER. I withdraw that motion for 
the present. 

Mr. HILLYER. It is due to myself, Mr. 
Speaker, and it is due to General Scott, that I 
should say to the House, that, in submitting the 
motion to lay this joint resoluuion upon the table, 
I am actuated by no disrespect to that distinguished 
individual; nor do I desire it to be considered as 
any evidence that I do not appreciate most highly 
his invaluable military services to his country. 
My opposition to this resolution is predicated upon 
the ground that it is not a suitable testimonial to 
the worth of an American citizen. I look upon 
the title which is proposed to be conferred asa 
mere title of nobility, as an honor which our Con- 
stitution condemns, and which, also, the taste, 


It is due to myself that I 
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feeling, and judgment of our people condemn. | 


These are the reasons which have actuated me in 
making the motion to lay the resolution upon the 
table. The subject is not a new one to members; 


it has been before us before; and I apprehend that | 


the judgment of members is made up. Therefore 
I renew the motion tolay upon the table. 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish the gentleman 


from Georgia would withdraw his motion to lay | 


upon the table, so that the joint resolution may be 
referred to the Committee on Military Aflairs. 
Yesterday I acceded promptly to the passage of 
a resolution introduced by the gentleman from Illi- 


nois [Mr. Bissei.] complimenting General Wool. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio is 
aware that discussion is not now in order. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I am aware of that fact. I 


endeavored to get the ear of the Speaker before the | 


motion to lay upon the table was submitted, but 
did not succeed in doing so. 

Mr. HILLYER. At the suggestion of several 
members, | will withdraw my motion to lay upon 
the table. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Itis not my purpose to detain 
the House by any extended remarks on this ques- 
tion. 


Mr. PRATT. 


L rise to a question of order. 


Can the gentleman debate the proposition after 


the call for the previous question has been made? 

The SPEAKER. The call for the previous 
question has not been made. The motion to lay 
upon the table having been withdrawn, discussion 
is Now in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR. It will be recollected by gen- 
tlemen that this joint resolution passed the Senate 
of the United States at the last session of Congress 
with great unanimity. 

The SPEAKER. With the permission of the 
gentleman, the Chair will state that the question 
now before the House is the motion to refer the 
resolution to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Solunderstand. I will detain 
the House but a moment. If it be the disposition 
of members to refer this resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, [am perfectly willing 
that such action shall be had. After examination, 
I trust that the Committee on Military Affairs will 
report it back, and that then we shall do this act 
of tardy justice to one of the most eminent mili- 
tary men thatthe world has ever seen. Yesterday 
a proper compliment was paid to General Wool, 
with a unanimity of which I was proud. Why 
should we withhold this tribute of respect and ap- 
plause, dearer to a soldier than all the pay this Con- 
gress could vote him?) Why should we oppose it 
when the whole country is disposed to award it, 
to him? I trust that the motion to refer will pre- 
vail. 


Mr. WHEELER. I am desirous of having 


this question acted on at once; and rather than || 
the resolution should go to the Committee on |! 
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Military Affairs, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. If the House now adjourn 
will this resolution be the first business in order 
— morning, when we get to the Speaker’s 
tabler 
_ The SPEAKER, (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee 
in the chair.) The present occupant of the chair 
is of opinion that it will be. He cannot say 
however, what the decision of the Speaker will 
be when the question is raised in the morning. 
The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 
Mr. BRIDGES. 
upon the table. 
Mr. WHEELER demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay upon the table, and they 
were ordered, 
The question was then taken on laying the res- 
olution on the table, and there were—yeas 56 
nays 82; as follows: ; 





I move to lay the resolution 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe 
Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Cobb, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dowdell, Drum. 
Eastman, English, Fuller, Giddings, Grow, Hamilton, 
Sampson W. Harris, Henn, Hillyer, Houston, Johnson’ 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell 
Lamb, Leteher, Lilly, Macdonald, MeNair, McQueen’ 
Maxwell, May, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Noble, Orr. 
Pennington, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Pratt. Rob?’ 
bins, Ruffin, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, George Ww, 
Smyth, Andrew Stuart, Vail, Walsh, and Daniel B. 
Wright—56. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Appleton, Thomas, 
H. Bayly, Ball, Benson, Bissell, Breckinridge, Brooks, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cor- 
win, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, Dawson, 
Disney, Dunbar, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Ether 
idge, Everhart, Ewing, Farley, Fenton, Florence, Green- 
wood, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Hughes, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, Kerr, Knox, Latham, Lindley, MeCulloch, 
Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Norton, An- 
drew Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Phillips, Preston, Pur- 
vear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, 
Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, 
William R. Smith, Snodgrass, Frederick P. Stantor, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, John 
L.. Tayler, Tracy, Walbridge, Ellihu B.Washburne, (srael 
Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zol- 
licoffer—82. 


So the motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was rejected. 

Mr. BISSELL. The’ question now is on the 
reference of the resolution to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The question on such reference was put, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. DRUM. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

‘The question was put, and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. WHEELER called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to adjourn; but they were not or- 
dered. 

A Memper. I cail for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the House will sit for 
a few minutes longer, till the bills on the table be 
appropriately referred. Wecan put them under 
way, and then adjourn. 


LAND CLAIMS IN CALIFORNIA. 
The first business upon the Speaker’s table was 


Senate bill to continue in force “ An act entitled 


‘an act to ascertain and settle private land claims 
in California, and for other purposes;’’’ which 
was taken up, and‘read a first and second time by 
its title. 

Mr. LATHAM. I do not want to consume 
the time of the House, but I wish to have this bill 
put upon its passage. 

Several Memsers. ‘‘ No, no!” 

Mr. LATHAM. ThenI move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


RIVERS AND HARBORS. 


The next business in order on the Speaker's 
table, was Senate bill to amend an act making an 
appropriation for the improvement of certain har- 
bors and rivers, approved August 30, 1852; which 
was taken up, read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. HIESTER. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. : : 

The question was put, and the motion was dis- 
agreed to. 
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BOOKS TO MEMBERS. 


The next business in order was joint resolution 
fromthe Senate, entitled ** Resolution for supplying 
new members of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives with such books of a public character 
as have been heretofore supplied;’”? which was 
read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move 
that resolution to the Joint Committee on the Li- 
brary. I call for its reading. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
read, as tollows: 

‘That each of the new members of the two Houses of 
Congress be supplied with the same number and descrip 
n of such books of a public character, as were supplied 
ember of the Senate or House of Representatives 
ring the last Congress, provided they be furnished by the 
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pail sher at prices not exceeding those at which they have 
been heretofore furnished, for the use of either House.”’ 

Mr. FLORENCE. As this is a question in 
which almost every new member of Congress is 
interested, and as the House seems to be very thin, 
and a large number of the new members absent, | 
move that the House do now adjourn, so that to- 
morrow there may bea sufficient number of mem- 
bers present to insure a fair discussion of the 
question. 

[Cries of ** No!” **No!” © Vote it down !’’] 

‘The question was taken, and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. CULLOM. I regard this resolution as 
ae gr It has been considered by the Senate, 
and it is mm pursuance of immemorial usage in 
this branch of the National Legislature. I hope the 
resolution will receive no serious opposition from 
any part of this House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. This is a_ proposition 
which I have regularly opposed for a good am ny 
sessions, and I shall do so again. But before 

saying anything upon the subject, or making any 
motion, | will ask the Chair whether there is con- 
tained in the joint resolution any appropriation 
which requires it to be referred ? 

Many Memsers. ‘*No!’’ ‘No!’ 

Mr. CULLOM. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. CLincMan] a question, 
and that is, whether, though he has opposed the 
adoption of similar resolutions heretofore, has he 
not, after they have been passed, received the 
benefit of them? 

Mr. CLINGMAN., I thank the gentleman for 
the opportunity ke has afforded me, and I now 
say to himthat I have never received asingle book 
under these and similar resolutions. I stated 
during the last Congress, that thouch I was entitled 
to books under the resolutions passed from time 
to time, yet if the House would stop the practice 
of donating them, I would decline the books to 
which | have been entitled for the last ten vears. 
I thought it was well to stop this practice, and 
voted against it upon a call of the yeas and nays, 
and hope [ shall have an opportunity todo soagain. 

If we are to takeall the books which are voted 
by those w ho precede us, where is the system 
ever to stop? If we pass this resolution, we get 
all the books which have been ordered by previous 
Congresses, to be distributed among their mem- 
hers. Why not limit it to the books ordered to 
be published by each Congress? If you go on as 
heretofore, the result will be that, in the end, the 
Treasury will feel very sensibly this large appro- 
priation. I say if the practice continues, I shall 
take my books and give them to some public 
library or literary institution. 

I wish gentlemen to understand that the cost of 
these books is some seven or eight hundred dollars 
for each member. If a contribution of this amount 
is to be made, | should prefer to have it in some 
other shape. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) The reso- 
lution does not propose, I believe, to reprint any 
of the books. I see no reason ‘why the books 
already on hand may not be distributed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. They are notin our hands, 
unfortunately. That remark is one of the things 
which are thrown in to deceive new members; 
and the idea may be created that we have these 
books already paid for, and that they can be had 
aswellasnot. It isa mistake altogether. These 
books will be bought as other books are. 

I wish gentlemen to understand the matter, 
though | am well aware that it is difficult for us, 
who are entitled under former acts, to be heard 


the reference of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


upon the subject. 
here? 
I wills 


Yet why not stop the practice 


now say to that gentleman, and my friends, 
that I will reneanien my right to any books to 
which I may be entitled. I have not taken them 
yet, and I will give an order of relinguishment, if 
this Congress will stop this practice. Unless we 
do begin to s top it ourselves, we shall go on ad 
infinitum with such distribution, and incur, in 
consequence, a large expenditure. 
purpose to make ¢ 


It was not my 
any remarks upon the subject 
My desire is, simply to ask for the yeas and nays 
that | may have an opportunity of placing myself 
right upon the record, and before the country. 
The Twenty-Seventh Congress made an order for 
books, and [ believe the then members got them; 
but they did not get half as many as we should 
on the passage of this resolution. Why not go 
back, and say, in addition to our present per diem 
and mileage, that we will take the per diem and 
mileage of previous Congresses. I see no differ- 
ence between these cases. I hope that the yeas 
and nays will be ordered. A gentleman near me 
suggests, that some members sell these books, 
instead of retaining them, or giving them to some 
literary institution in their districts. I know not 
how the fact is, but I have heard that remark 
again and again. I nowsay, what I will say upon 
any other occasion, that if any gentleman has 
made such a disposition of his books, | would 
vote to expel him from the House. | should con- 
sider it as a fraud upon the order, if any member 
should sell these books, instead of distributing 
them to his district as primarily contemplated. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman yield 
me the floor an instant? 

Mr. CLANGMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. This imputation has been 
thrown out to-day; and I have heard it before 
whenever this question has been presented. | 
think it is time to put an end to this general slan- 
der upon the character of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina cannot yield the floor to the gentleman 
to makea speech. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I simply wishto make an 
explanation. If the gentleman who makes this 
charge against members, and sends it forth to the 
world, is not prepared to give us some informa- 
tion by which the persons who have been guilty 
of so high a misdemeanor can be exposed, I think 
he ought to withdraw it. As one member, | do 
not feel like indorsing any portion of such a 
charge thus indefinitely made. 
who makes thecharge knows 


If the gentleman 
it to be true, I call 
upon him in his place to name the member, in or- 
der that those who are not guilty may relieve 
themselves from the imputation thus cast upon 
their character. For my own part | voted, when 
I was interested, against this thing, but I have 
always voted forit since. I amin favor of the dis- 
tribution of these books, and will go for it now, 


believing that we do better service to the country . 


by sending them abroad into the libraries of our 
congressional districts than we do by a great 
many other appropriations that we make. It 
would be much better to take from the gun man- 
ufacturing branch of the public service the amount 
that is necessary to distribute this useful informa- 
tion. Ishould like to have the gentleman who 
makes the charge specify the names of such mem- 
bers as have sold their books. 

Mr. PRATT. I do not understand that the 
gentleman from North Carolina charged any one 
with having sold books delivered to him by order 
of the House. He stated that he had heard that 
such things happened. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. A gentleman upon my 
left asked me the question whether such was the 
fact. I stated that | had heard such a report, but 
did not know that it was so. I concur with the 
gentleman from Ohio as to the impropriety of 
such a thing, and I do not know that any mem- 
ber was ever guilty of such an act. I have felt 
this thing sensibly, for this reason: I have en- 
deavored, for three years together, in common 
with others, to reduce certain expenditures of the 
Government; and we are met in the newspapers 
by the allegation that we are inthe habit of voting 


books to ourselves, and wasting a great deal of 


money for other purposes. You cannot propose 
any measure for preventing any abuse in the 
Army or Navy without this very thing being 
thrown in your teeth. 
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I believe this distribution of books among the 
members is not an expenditure which the wants 
of the country demand l avree with the gentle- 
man, however, that it 18 Important to distribute 
works of this character among the public libraries 
of the country; and if any gentleman will intro 
duce a bill pe yposing such a distribution, or a 
distribution to one such hbrary in each congres- 
sional district, | will vote for it 

Mr. STANTON, A single word 
with reference to selling these books. | want to 
ask the gentleman from North Carolina a quee 3- 
uon—and | premise it by saying that | never so ld 
a book furnished me in this manner in my life 
whether it is not a fac 


we 
»f Tennessee. 


t, that any gentleman who 
may have received these books for his own use is 
at liberty to dispose of them as 
proper? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have no doubt tha he 
is, as a matter of law; but,as I have already sai id, 
the object 


' ' ; 
he may think 


of the House in voting these books is, 
undoubtedly, that they shall be used for | 
purposes,and not for the benefit of the individual 
members. And I repeat what | have already said, 


that whenever a member, inst 


rMuvC 


ead of disposing of 
books voted him for that purpose, by giving them 
to some public library, or by disposing of them 
in some manner for the pablic benefit,—undertakes 
to make money out of them, [ would not only 
regard it as a very discreditable act, but [ would 
vote to expel any such member, because it would 
be an abuse of sufficient magnitude to warrant 
some decided actior upon the part of the House. 


You, Mr. Speaker, will remember—I allude to 
the present occupant of the chair [Mr. Jones, of 
‘Tennessee|—that during a former Congress you 


and I discussed the matter of adopti iw some reg 
ulation by which this system could be stopped: 


{ 
and we came to the conclusion that nothing better 
could be done than to puta clause into a 
approprie ation bill that 
from distributing 
own vote 
both 
President, to effect the object. Such a provision 
was introduced, by way of amendment, into an 
appropriation bill the last Congress, and adopted. 
The result is, that here we have a joint resolution 
coming from the Senate’ to accomplish the same 
purpose. 

Now, I desire that this resolution shal] 
Library Committee—if that is the appropriate 
one—that they may look at the matter, and see 
whether they cannot devise some other arrange- 
ment for the distribution of these boc ks, which 


shall accomplish the purpose designed by the dis- 


reneral 
should prevent either Llouse 
books of this deseription by its 
requiring a joint resolution, passed by 
Houses of Congress, and signed by the 


ro to the 


tribution, and, at the same time, relieve members 
from the odium to which they are exposed under 
the present system. 

If you are to carry out this system by con- 
tinuing to multiply indefinitely every book which 


has ever been ordered to be printed by Congrees 
for the use of members, it is a perversion of the 
functions of Congress. 


We might as well vote 
the money to ourselves as an 
salaries. 


H 
addition to our 


I have made these remarks by way of justify 
ing my own course, and not with any ex pectation 
of changing the result. I presume gentlemen have 
already made up their minds as to the course they 
are to pursue with reference to it, and will vote 
accordingly. What I want to explain is, that in 
asking for the yeas and nays upon the passage of 
the resolution, and in recording my vote wainst 
its passage, I am not act , 
mean feeling in excluding 
age which has been a 
law. 

Mr. HAVEN. Iwill only detain the House 
with a single remark in reference to the resolu- 
tion under I think it is one that 
the House will pass whenever it comes up. 

As I understand the resolution, | mean to vote 
for it when it is properly reported from a 
mittee; but I should not like it to go out to the 
country that we apply a mode of pegielati yn to 
ourselves which we refuse to our consti! ite and 
to the public service. Let the 
the ordinary way, to a committee, and J] pledge 
myself to give it my supp rt when it comes! k 
into the House, un less, u leed, [ see somethiz 4 
decidedly objectionable in it. 

Mr. SKELT* 1N obt ined the floor. 

Mr. HILLYER. 


uated by any narrow, 


others from an advant- 
orded to me under the 


consideration. 


com- 


bill be iia in 


] move the previous question 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
cannot submit that motion. vote 

Mr. HILLYER. Why not, sir’ 

The SPEAKER pre te mpore. Because the gen- 
(lerman was not recognized by the Chair. The 
floor was assigned to the gentleman from New 


Jersey. 

M ‘ SKELTON. I will not detain the House 
lone. I desire only tosay @ word ortwo. It may 
have been supposed by the House, from the re- 
marka of several gentlemen who rose when I 
asked the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
CLINGMAN| @ question, that I made a charge 
against the House. That was not the case. I 
merely propounded a question to the gentleman 
who was upon the floor. 

But this much I have to say, sir, without bring- 
ing any charge against any member of this House, 
that if gentlemen on this floor are so sensitive 
upon these points, and about these ramors which 
I have heard outside of the Hall, they can ask 
for the appointment of a committee, and the affair 
can be fally examined into. 

I make no charge against any one. I am not 
prepared, nor do I intend to make any 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) Will the 
gentleman yield me the floor for one moment? 

Mr. SKELTON. I have said all I desire to 

ay upon the subject. J yield the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I suppose the gentleman 
from New Jersey alludes to me, as one of those 
who exhibit some degree of sensitiveness about 
this matter, as I spoke of the fact that I had heard 
of these things before. I have to say to him, that 
J, for my own part, have no sort of feeling on 
this subject, other than a desire to protect the 
characters of the members of this House from a 
little, low, petty system of wholesale slander. 
That is all, 

Now, if the gentleman from New Jersey has 
heard these rumors, and is satisfied, from his in- 
formation, that this outrage has been committed, 
he, sir, is derelict in duty as a member of this 
House, if he does not bring the fact before it, and 
ask for a committee, 

Mr. SKELTON. I state again that I have 
brought no charge against the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL... The gentleman talks of 
*‘rumor.’’? Now, sir, of all the liars that I have 
ever heard or read of, ‘* Common Rumor’? is the 
greatest; and, for one, I hope that I may never 
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formly free access to them as common records. 


For one, | have ever held that I had nota particle 
of interest in these books. I have bestowed them 
upon the county of which I am a resident, and its 
commissioner has regarded them as the nucleus 
of a political library. Every man there has free 
access to them. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that the great leading 
policy which ought to characterize statesmen is 
the diffusion of information throughout the land; 
to inform, enlighten, and elevate the people, to give 
them a perfect knowledge of all that has trans- 
pired in the carrying on of our Government, and 
particularly the transactions of both Houses of 
Congress. I do not know but that the power to 
distribute these documents has been abused; if it 
has, the people of the district affected by such 
abuse can correct it. Iam willing to trust the 
people of each district to see that their Represent- 
ative does not dispose of his books in any im- 
proper manner. As to how they are distributed 
is no matter to us here. Let us send this inform- 
ation out, and let the people have it. Of the fifty 
millions of dollars that are expended annually, 
look at the small and pitiful sum expended for the 
increase of the intelligence of the community. I 
have ever advocated the system proposed in the 
resolution, and I advccate it now most heartily. 
I shall vote as willingly for it now as I have done 
for the last fifteen or sixteen years. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Iam anew mem- 
ber here, and should be very much obliged if any 
of the gentlemen who have been here before would 
enumerate what kind of books will be covered by 
the resolution. I desire to vote understandingly. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Among the books which will 
be covered by the resolution, will be the American 


| Archives; The American State Papers, consisting 
| of twenty-two large volumes; The Congressional 


Globe and Appendix, from its commencement, 
will be the next in importance; then will follow 
the Madison Papers, and the Debates in the 


Convention which framed the Constitution of |! 
of the United States, as well as the Debates in | 


_ the Conventions of the several States on the Adop- 


come into this House and make an insinuation | 


that affects the integrity of its members, and then 
give as my author, ** Rumor.” 
If the gentleman from New Jersey has such 


information on this subject as will justify him in | 


bringing a charge of this kind against any mem- 
ber of the House, I assert that he is derelict in 
his duty in not making that charge, and demand- 


ing a committee of inquiry. ‘* Sensitive gentle- | 


men’ are not coming here to ask this House to 
appoint a committee to investigate any subject 
which can be traced to no source further back 
than to Madam Rumor, known to be the greatest 
liar ever heard or read of. I shall not ask for any 
such committee; and I hope that, hereafter, we 
shall hear no more of these charges, unless zentle- 
men are prepared to give the House such informa- 
tion as will induce it to appoint a committee, and 
have an investigation, J now move the previous 
question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Task my colleague to with- 
draw the demand for the previous question for a 
few moments, to allow me to say a word or two. 

[Criesof **No!” No!” 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I willdo it, ifmy colleague 
will renew the demand when he has said what he 
desires to say. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I will do so. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Speaker, this same 
discussion has taken place, I believe, in every 
Congress for the last twenty years. The books 
that are the present subject of debate contain the 
aoa history of our Government, which can 
xe found in no other books. That matter has 
never been and never will be published by private 
enterprise; and unless it be distributed in the 
manner proposed, the people of the United States 
will never get it. It is on this principle that Con- 
gress has adopted the system of distributing these 
documents through its members. They are sent 
to each district, and the inhabitants have uni- 


| 


1] 
| 


tion of the Constitution; Gales & Seaton’s Register 
of Debates, Elliot’s Debates, and the Annals of 
Congress, which consist of some eight or ten vol- 


umes. I cannot enumerate them all; but those I | 


have named are some of them. 

Mr. PRESTON. I presume that the House 
has sufficient information in reference to the ques- 
tron, which is merely one of reference, and I there- 
fore call for the previous question. 


The call for the previous question was seconded, || 


and the main question was ordered to be put. 
Mr. WHEELER. I demand tellers on the 


question. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. CamppeEut | 


and Brinces were appointed. 
The question was then taken, and the tellers 


| reported—ayes 46, noes 63; no quorum voting. 


} 


Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now ad- 
journ. 


The question was taken, and the motion was | 


| agreed to. 


| 


The House accordingly, at half-past three 
o’clock, adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 5, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. BADGER. I desire, before petitions are 
called for, to move that when the Senate adjourns 
to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EMPLOYEES IN THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a re- 
port from the Secretary of the Senate, containing 
a list of the persons employed in his office; which 
was ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC, 


Mr. BADGER presented the petition of R. 
Piermont, M. Woodall, and others, praying com- 
pensation for saying the United States ships Raritan 


_and Vandalia from destruction by fire, on the 11th 


i 


October, 1847; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 





Mr. WADE presented the petition of Isan. 
Cook, Benjamin A. Napier, and Pelatiah Shep. 
herd, praying compensation for the schooner Tem. 
pest, which was pressed into the service of the 
Government in 1814, by order of the General Goy- 
ernment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the petition of Colonel 
Talcott, of the United States Army, and Dr. 
John M. Galt, asking increase of compensation: 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ; 

Also, a petition from the inspectors of customs 
at the port of Baltimore, asking an increase of 
compensation; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Fimance. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of the 
American Medical Association, praying that a 
regular physician may be employed upon ali ves- 
sels having acertain number of seamen; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. JAMES presented the petition of L. P. 
Holliday & Co., praying Congress for the lease 
of public grounds for the erection of a first-class 
public house in Washington city; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. GWIWN presented the memorial of James 
McCormick, praying the payment of an amount 
due him under a contract with Commodore Jones, 

, while commanding the United States squadron in 
the Pacific; which was referred to the Committee 
' on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of the 
heirs-at-law of Captain Thomas Buckner, and 
others, praying payment of depreciation on com- 
mutation certificates received under the resolution 
of October 21, 1783; which was referred to the 

| Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
| Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Mrs. 
| Mary Ray, asking for a grant of bounty land for 
| the services of her husband in the war of 1812; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Margaret C. Han- 
| son, asking that a pension be allowed to her for 
| the services of her husband in the Florida war, 
| and that the pension may be dated from the day 

| of his death; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
| On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


{ Ordered, That the petition of Jehial Brooks be withdrawn 
|| from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Mrs. Pamela Brown, here 
| tofore presented, be taken from the table and referred to the 
|| Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


| Ordered, That the papers relative to the claim of the 
legal representatives of Richard M. Johnson be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims, 


|| On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Butler be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com 
| mittee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. CASS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers 
in the case of Pamela Hook be withdrawn from the files of 
|, the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by*Mr. JOHNSON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 
Mark Bean and Richard H. Bean be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of members of the bar of the 
| District of Columbia, praying for an increase of the com 
pensation of the judge of the orphans’ court in the District 
be withdrawn from the files, and referred to the Committee 
}; on the Judiciary. 
‘| On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 
| Ordered, That the petition of A. D. Stuart be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Cominitice 
| On Military Affairs. 


COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS. 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, under 
instructions from the Committee on Pensions, |t 
was 


Ordered, That the President pro tempore appoint an ad 
ditional member of the Committee on Pensions. 


| 
}| 
ht 
} 
} 


| 
1} 
| 
} 


NOTICES OF BILLS. . 
Mr. JOHNSON gave notice of his intention to 
| ask leave to introduce a bill granting to the new 
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States an additional section of land in each town- 
, for school purposes. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 
ntion to ask leave to introduce a bill to establish 
.n additional land office in the State of lowa. 


grave notice of his in- 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. FOOT. 1 desire to give notice of my in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce a bill providing 
for the construction .of a railroad between the 
Mississippi river and the Pacific coast. Being, sir, 
somewhat of a practical railroad man, | propose 
to offer to the consideration of the Senate a plan 
differing in some of its features from any of the 
olans which have, as yet, been submitted. | 

iall, therefore, ask the mdulgence of the Senate 
to explain its provisions, upon its introduction. | 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MALLORY, agreeably to previous notice, | 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
estaljish a new land district in the State of 
Florida, to be called the district of Tampa; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 

eferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


REMOVAL OF FLORIDA INDIANS. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to communicate to the Senate the amount of public money 
received and expended by Luther Blake, late agent of the 
United States for the removal of Indians from Florida, as 
such agent, with the objects for which said money was ex- 
pended, and the number of Indians removed by him. | 


HARBORS ON LAKE SUPERIOR. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and | 
agreed to: } 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- | 
priation for the survey of the harbors on Lake Superior, | 


within the limits of the United States. 
PURCHASE OF PLANETARIUMS. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, submitted the fol- | 
lowing resolution; which was considered by unan- 
imous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of purchasing | 
three of Thomas H. Barlow’s planetariums for the use of 
West Point Military Academy, Annapolis Naval School, 
and the National Observatory. | 


TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
order: 

Ordered, That the bill for organizing the Territory of Ne- 
braska be annexed, in document form, to the extra copies 
of the report accompanying that bill, which have been here- 
tofere ordered to be printed. 


I offer the following 


It will be remembered that the Senate yesterday | 
made an order to print five thousand additional | 


copies of the report on this subject. It was sug- 


gested by the Serfator from Maryland [Mr. Prart] || 


that the printing of extra numbers of the bill, be- | 
yond the usual number laid on the tables of Sena- | 
tors, would be an unnecessary expense. ‘The 
order which I now propose, and which I hope | 
will be adopted, provides that extra copies of the | 
bill shall be printed in document form, and be an- 
nexed to the report, and be made a part of the 
same document with it. The report will be very 
incomplete and unsatisfactory without the bill; | 
we might as well, in fact, not order the printing of 
the report. I learn from the Syperintendent of 
Printing that this printing will costa very trifling 
amount—but $34 20. I hope the order will be | 
adopted. 
The order was agreed to. 
CENSUS PRINTING. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I am directed by the Com- | 
mittee on Printing to report adversely on the res- 
olution of Wednesday, December 21, directing 
the committee to inquire into the expediency of 
printing twenty thousand copten of the Abstract of 
the Seventh Census, printed by order of the House 
of Representatives at the last session of Congress. 
The resolution on which the committee have acted | 
was offered by the Senator from Pennsylvania, || 
{Mr. Bropueap.] I will state the reasons for the } 
report. The committee have directed the prepa- | 
ration of an abstract, in accordance with the rec- 
ommendation of the Superintendent of the Census, | 
which will embrace a volume of some two or three | 
hundred pages that will be really worth something, |, 


and vastly more desirable for general circulation 
than the abstract to which the resolution of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania refers. Under these 
circumstances 1 am directed to report adversely, 
and | hope the report will now be acted upon. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have no objection to the 
consideration of the resolution at this time; but 
from the fact that we are constantly written to for 
this Abstract of the Census, we may presume that 
our constituents generally think that it is pub- 
lished. I should, therefore, like to inquire of the 
Senator from Maine how soon we may expect 
the abstract to which he refers? 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is impossible for me to say 
how soon it witl be published. A vast amount 
of matter has been collected, and unless this ab- 
stract be taken out of its order, it will necessarily 
take some time before it will be printed. I can- 
not answer as to the length of time which will 
elapse before its publication; but it will be done 
as early as possible. 

The report of thecommittee was considered and 
concurred in. 


LAND OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am directed by the Commit- 
tee on Printing to report back the order offered by 
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Susevps] in rela- 
tion to printing five hundred copies of the General 
Land Office Report, with an amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment; which was to insert after the word * printed” 
the words ‘‘ for the use of the Land Office; ”’ 
that it shall read: 

‘*'That five hundred additional copies of the Report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, which ac- 


companied the President’s inessage, be printed fur the use 
of the Land Office.” 


ry ® 
I'he amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


DEPARTMENTAL BUILDINGS. 
Mr. HUNTER. 1 offer a resolution 


80 


of in- 


|| quiry, which [ ask may now be considered: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings in 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for the erec- 
tion of a suitable building for the Departinent of State. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest the pro- 
priety of inserting the other Departments which 
need additional accommodation—the Departments 
of War and the Interior, and others. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is merely a resolution 
of inquiry; but if the question were before us for 
action | think I could show the gentleman that 


| we had better first go on and complete the build- 


ings which have already been commenced. As 
originally designed, the building to be occupied by 
the Department of State is to form a portion of the 


quadrangle of which the Treasury building con- 
stituted one side. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. That is no doubt correct; 
but my suggestion was as to the propriety of ex- 
tending the inquiry to proper buildings for the 
other Departments which need them. 1 suppose 
the honorable Senator can have no objection to 
that. 


Mr. HUNTER. I did not understand the gen- 


tleman before: I have no objection to the amend- 
ment which he suggests. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I move to amend the reso- 


lution by adding “ Interior, War, and the Navy,” 


so as to include ‘** the Departments of State, Inte- 
rior, War, and the Navy.’’ 
Mr. HUNTER. I accept the amendment. 
The resolution, as ‘enakal was agreed to. 


CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 

Mr. CASS. I move to refer the President’s 
message communicating certain correspondence 
in reference to the treaty of July 4, 1850, with the 
accompanying papers, to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, in the hope that the Senate will 


| make the motion the order of the day for Tuesday, 


so that the subject may then be taken up and con- 
sidered. I believe the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. Crayton] is perfectly agreed with this 
course. I move also that the consideration of the 
motion to refer be postponed to, and made the 
order of the day for Tuesday next. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JOSEPH MITCHELL. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill for the relief of Joseph Mitchell, which 
had been reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands without amendment. 
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It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi. 
cers of the Government to examine the claim of 
Joseph Mitchell, of the State of Maine, a soldier 
in the late war with Great Britain, for bounty 
land and arrearages of pay and bounty; and to di- 
rect them to issue to hima warrant for such land, 
and pay him such arrearages, as would be his due 
if he had received an honorable discharge on the 
expiration of his term of enlistment at the close of 
the war. 

The bill was reported to the Senate withou 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 








RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED. 

The Senate pean to consider the resolu- 
tions lying on the table. 

The PRESIDENT announced that the first in 
order was the resolution of the Senator from Iowa. 
{Mr. Dover,} to amend the rules, 80 as to provide 
that in all elections of officers the vote shal 
viva voce. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope that resolution 
will be passed over this morning; but I shall ask 
the Senate to consider it on Monday morning. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will be 
passed over. The next resolution is one submit- 
ted by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cuase,]} to 
provide that all proceedings shall be with open 
doors, unless otherwise ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. I propose to call up that reso- 
lution on Monday morning. 
over for the present. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


be 


Let it be passed 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 5, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. APPLETON presented the credentials of 
Hon. Samvet H. Wattev,a Representative from 
Massachusetts. 


He was presented to the Speaker, and took the 
usual oath to support the Constitution. 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE TREASURY DE- 

PARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication received from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, announcing the loss of the revenue cutter 
Hamilton, wrecked on Folly breakers, off Charles- 
ton harbor, on the 9th of December last, and rec- 
ommending an appropriation of $60,000 for the 
building of four new revenue cutters, and also to 
increase the compensation now allowed to naval 
officers, petty officers, gunners, and marines on 
the Pacific coast. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, inclosing, for the consideration of the House, 
a copy of a letter addressed to that Department by 
R. J. Hammond, collector at San Francisco, and 
Samuel J. Bridges, general appraiser for Califor- 
nia, representing the insufficiency in point of size 
of the rented building now occupied as an ap- 
praiser’s store, and recommending the construc- 
tion of a building one hundred and twenty feet by 
forty-five feet ten inches for that purpose. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, laid before the House a communication 
from the War Department, transmitting a report 
of the Colonel of te with maps and esti- 
mates, showing the practicability and expediency 
of deepening and otherwise improving the basin 
of the Mississippi. 

On motion by Mr. FULLER, the matter was 
referred to the Comunittee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

On motion by Mr. LETCHER, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Claime be discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of Jonathan Lewis, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
THANKS OF CONGRESS TO D. N. INGRAHAM 

Mr. DEAN, from the Committee on Foreigr 
Affairs, to which was referred the resolutions 
relating to the presentation of the thanks of Con- 








. 
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gress to Duncan N. Ingrah um, re ported back the 
same with a substitute; which was read as fol- 
lows: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre sent- 
atives in Congress assembled, That the th inks of Congress 
be, and they are hereby, pre sented to Dunean N. Ingra 
ham, commanding the United States sloop-of-war St. 
Louts, for his jadicious and gallant couduct on the second 
day of July last, in extending the protection of the Ameri- 
can Government to Martin Koszta, by rescuing him from 
forcible and illegal seizure and imprisonment on board the 
Austrian brig Hussar. 

Resolved. Thatthe President of the United States be, and 
is hereby, requested to cause to be made a medal, with 
suitable devices, and presented to Captain Duncan N. In 
graham, as a testimonial of the high sense entertained by 
Congress of his valor, promptness, and judicious conduct 
on the above mentioned Occasion. 

Resolved, Thatthe President of the United States cause 
the toregoing resolutions to be communicated to Captain 
Duncan N. Ingraham in such terms as he may deem best 
calculated to give effect to the objects thereof. 


Mr. DEAN. As there is no proper place to 
which to refer these resolutions, and as they are 
reported here by a committee, and are a mere dec- 
laration of thanks to Captain Ingraham, without 
asserting anything as to the citizenship of Koszta, 
1 hope the House will consent to their immediate 
passage; and if there is no one who desires to speak 
upon the subject, l move the previou 3 question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN ealled for tellers upon the 
demand for the previous question; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Harais, and CAMPBELL were 
app noted. 

‘he question was then taken, and the tellers re- 

yorted ives 55, noes not counted. 

The SPEAKER. There not being a majority 
of a quorum, the proposition falls. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the resolutions 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. ORR. 1 was absent for a single moment, 
and was somewhat surprised that the previous 
question was not seconded in this matter. I sup- 
pose no debate 1s necessary in regard to the reso- 
lution. If the House understand it, | presume 
there will be no objection to passing it, as it has 
been reported unanimously by the Committee on 
Foreign Affairg. 1 have so understood it. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. The committee 
were UNANIMOUS in reporting It. 

Mr. ORR. The resolutions which were origin- 
ally offered by the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Dean,] are changed. They provided for 
giving a sword to Captain Ingraham; but the com- 
mittee have changed the direction, and provide for 
presenting him with a medal. 

Mr. BAYLY. Do 1 understand the gentle- 
man from South Carolina to say that that is the 
only change? 

Mr. ORR. IT think that is the only one. 

Mr. BAYLY. ‘Then my friend is mistaken. 
The resolutions have been changed in more re- 
spects than that. We not only changed the 
direction from asword to a medal, because we re- 
garded the conduct of Captain Ingraham as rather 
civil than military, but we changed it very essen- 
tially in other particulars. We avoided all ques- 
tions about citizenship. If the House will look 
at the resolutions, they will find that we thank 
Captain Ingraham for nothing but judicious con- 
duct in extending protection to a man illegally im- 
prisoned. The ground of the extension of that 
protection is not settled atall. It was by design, 
and properly, too, that we did not go into that 
question. We merely thank him for his prompt 
and judicious conduct in extending the protection 
of our nationality over Koszta, to which he was 
undoubtedly entitled. All controverted questions 
that had been brought up have been carefully left 
out; and, in this case, I do not hesitate to say, 
properly and judiciously left out. 

Mr. MILLSON. Will my colleague yield the 
floor, to allow me to ask a question ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Orr] is entitled to the floor, and 
yielded to the gentleman from Virginia for ex- 
planation. The gentleman, therefore, has no right 
to yield the floor. 

Mr. ORR. I desire that the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Mittsoy] shall propound his ques- 
tion to his colleague, and will yield the floor for 
that purpose. 

Mr. MILLSON. I was about to ask my col- 
league, [Mr. Bayiy,] who I supposed was entitled 
to the floor, if there was any necessity for the 
immediate consideration of these joint resolutions ? 


I am informed—and | gather as much from the 
remarks just made by my colleague—that the 
resolutions referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Atfairs have been materiaily changed by that com- 
mittee, 

The resolutions are long, and, affecting as they 
do our foreign relations, they ought to be care- 
fully considered, 

Now, sir, | have no hesitation in saying that I 
have never entertained a doubt that the justifica- 
tion of the conduct of Captain Ingraham was 
complete; but not for many of the reasons which 
have been assigned. IL concur in much of the 
reasoning contained in the letter of the Secretary 
of State upon this subject; but I am anxious to 
see that no resolution passed by the House shall 
commit Congress to any questionable principle; 
and for this reason | greatly desire that this mat- 
ter should be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that it shall 
there be taken up at some convenient day—at 
some early day—and disposed of as may seem 
proper. 

| make these remarks, not with a view of 
interposing any obstacle to the passage of the 
resolutions, but for the purpose of giving me an 
opportunity of becoming assured for myself that 
they are in such terms, and contain such senti- 
ments, as [ shall be willing to subscribe to. | can 
see no necessity for any immediate action in rela- 
tion to them, and [ hope, therefore, that they 
will be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY. I dislike to trespass upon the 
time of my friend from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Oxr,] and will not proceed further if he objects. 

Mr. ORR. Go on. 

Mr. BAYLY. ‘Then, as the gentleman has no 
objection, | will say a word in reply to my col- 
league, [Mr. Mitxison.] Now, in respect to the 
proposiuon to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, let us look at it. When 
the resolutions were first introduced by the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Dean,]| [ took the 
ground that they should go to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. I did itfor a reason that I did not 
choose to assign at the time. I did it because I 
thought in framing them he had followed too 
closely precedents set in other cases, and especially 
in one case which I had in view. I thought if we 
could get them into the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, composed of such gentlemen as the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanpier,] and 
others who are known to this House—I mention 
that gentleman particularly, because he is known 
to be, what he prides himself upon being, not only 
a Whig, buta Federalist—{laughter]—he has been 
an editor, and is an able critic; he understands the 
use of the English language—I say I thought that 
a committee of that sort, if they met together to 
talk over their phraseology, could, after a while, 
get them nearly right. Well, we did meet and 
talk them over. We made suggestions, and we 
made amendments, and at Jast we got the resolu- 
tions in such a shape that the committee agreed to 
them unanimously; and they have been reported 


back to the House by the gentleman from New | 


York. 

My colleague wants to send them now to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Cui bono? To talk over the language of them 
again? To get themrightagain? Why, sir, this 
matter of paying acompliment amounts to novhing 
if it is grudgingly and tardily done. 

My colleague asks what is the occasion of im- 
mediate action? That is partly the occasion for 
immediate action. But beyond that, | undertake 
to say here, we have taken in this matter a new 
department in respect to our foreign affairs. If | 
may be excused for using technical expressions, 
this nation has been constantly the plaintiff. We 

i have always been after other nations for what 
they have done to us. Now, I am tired of seeing 
this nation eternally the plaintiff. 1 want a new 
era. I want to see this nation sometimes the de- 
fendant. I say it emphatically, and I wish it to 
go out to the country. Not only is that my 

| opinion, but I believe that it is the opinion of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. We are tired of 
eternally being the plaintiff; we want to be the 
defendant sometimes. 

I approve of Captain Ingraham’s conduct, 
thoroughly and entirely. The resolutions avoid 


> || assigning the reason for that approval, and, in my | 
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opinion, properly so. There is the judgment: 
every member of this court may assign his own 
reason for it, and | do not care one cent whether 
the reason is a good one or not if the judgment 
isright. I think the judgment is right. It does 
not matter a particle whether Kozsta was an 
American citizen or not. I presume no one claims 
that he was a citizen, but he was entitled + 
American protection; he was illegally seized jn 
violation of the laws of nations; he was imprisoned 
in violation of law; and I do not care whether he 
was an American citizen or not. Further than 
that, I do not care whether he was entitled to 
American protection or not. 

I shall not go on with that idea. But Ido main- 
tain that there are cases in which we may interfere 
in defense of humanity, and for the prevention of 
wrongful injuries, even when we are not bound to 
interfere. I draw a distinction between where you 
are bound to do and where you may do it. But 
sir, it'seems to me that this debate has sprung up 
too suddenly. This is a matter too importara:for 
any man to undertake to speak upon without that 
decision which preparation alone can afford. 

Mr. ORR obtained the floor. 


INTERPRETER TO MR. GALLEGOS. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to what 
I consider a privileged question. 1 offer the fol- 
lowing resolution for the adoption of the House: 
Resolved, That Senior José Manvet Gatiecos, the sit- 
ting Delegate from the Territory of New Mexico, be allowed 
to introduce an interpreter on the floor of the House, to 


enable him to understand its proceedings; and that said 


, 
interpreter be paid dollars per diem out of the con- 
tingent fund. 





Mr. ORR. I must object to having my speech 
interrupted by the resolution of the honorable 
gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. HUNT. I should like to know of the 
gentleman from Tennessee whether the resolution 
just read has been introduced with the consent of 
the Delegate from New Mexico ? 

Mr. STANTON. It has. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recard 
the resolution offered by the gentleman from T'en- 
nessee as of a privileged character. 

Mr. STANTON. That decision prevents me 
from saying anything in regard to the resolution. 
I should like to do so. 


CAPTAIN INGRAHAM AGAIN. 
Mr. ORR. Mr. Speaker, I had not the least 


idea, when I came into this Hall this morning, 
that these resolutions would be reported, or, if re- 
ported, that I would say a single word in refer- 
ence to them. I supposed that they would pass 
the House without objection being started by a 
single gentleman on this floor. The resolutions 
have undergone the scrutiny of one of the ablest 
committees of this House. They have undergone 
the scrutiny of Democratic and Whig members. 

They have been reported in such manner that 
objection cannot be taken to therl. ‘The Govern- 
ment is not committed to any principle to which 
all parties within the hmits of the United States 
are not entirely willing to subscribe. 

Mr. MILLSON. I only wish to say, Mr. Speak- 
er, that I have as much confidence in the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, as, perhaps, any other 
gentleman upon this floor. Itis out of no want 
of confidence in its members that I desire the ret- 
erence of the resolutions to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. I wish to seethe 
resolutions in print. I have very little doubt that 
I shall concur in the adoption of them, when I 
have examined them. Frora what my co!'eague 
{Mr. Barty] said, I_am inclined to the opinion that 
I shall agree with him in his conelusions; but up 
to this moment I have not heard one word of the 
resolutions. When they were reported from the 
Clerk’s desk, such was the confusion then pre- 
vailing that theircontents could not be heard where 
I sit. 

Mr. ORR. I will read the resotutions, and I 
beg that the gentleman will give them his attention. 

He then read the resolutions, as above reported. 

Mr. ORR, after reading the resolutions through, 
said: These, Mr. Speaker, are the joint resolu- 
tions which have been reported by the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia proposes that they shall be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
I would inquire of gentlemen who have heretofore 
had seats in this Hall, if that motion be agreed to, 








§ 


4 
3 





